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“Farmed and Dangerous”
By Nikki Dunovsky
Post Staff Writer

Since the start of social media through the Internet, people have been able to communicate differently. They 
may be communicating to others, their ideals, opinions, or even just everyday happenings. Even though social 
media hasn’t been around for a long time, many people have found ways to use it to their advantage. Recently 
businesses and corporations have found the huge impact that social media can have on their market. It is a way 
of communicating on a broad base to advertise products as well as pushing their brand. 
One of those businesses making headlines is Chipotle Mexican Grill. Even though Chipotle uses social media, 
such as Facebook and Twitter, they also use a video site called Hulu. They are releasing four thirty-minute 
episodes for their series called “Farmed and Dangerous” very soon. Looking at Chipotle’s history, one knows 
they have a strong opinion on using only organic products and are very much against corporate or even non-
organic farms. Chipotle is using their “Farmed and Dangerous” series to attempt to sell their “values branding”. 
Chipotle wants people to watch this in order to understand their views on production agriculture, and for 
the public to start doing the right thing. They have found that videos are the best way for them to push their 
“natural” and “sustainable” food. 
The four videos will explore “the lengths to which corporate agribusiness and its image-makers go to create a 
positive image of industrial agriculture.” These videos are using a fake corporation Animoil, where cows are 
being fed a PetroPellet, and some of the cows end up blowing up. The PetroPellet is supposed to act as artificial 
hormones that certain producers give their animals for various reasons. Chipotle does not agree with the 
administering of any antibiotics or hormones to any animal. In these videos, they claim that producers will do 
anything to make more money to line their own pockets, even if it is at the animal’s expense. They compare 
farmers and ranchers that produce livestock to the big oil companies in today’s world. The video also addresses 
bioscience by showing a newly created form of chicken. The chicken has eight legs. This shows how Chipotle 
is against the bioscience part of the livestock industry. They strongly argue that bioscience is simply a program 
were people are paid to play God. Chipotle obviously has some major opinions that affect a pretty large group 
of people.
Agriculturists and livestock producers are fighting Chipotle, taking their videos as a direct threat to their 
industry. Chipotle is not the only business or organization that they find themselves fighting, but this is one 
of the most recent accounts. These groups fight back with something they call “Agvocating”, which in laymen’s 
terms means advocating for agriculture. Most of the groups doing this are surprisingly the youth in the 
industry, and they are lashing back at Chipotle with the “truth” of their practices. They want to educate people, 
and have a voice in their own industry. There motto is if you have a question about farming, ask a farmer. 
    This is an ongoing situation in today’s world. Social media sites have amped up the way organizations 
can communicate with one another, and it plays a huge role in society today. There is surely going to be an 
uproar once Chipotle’s series hits these networks.

Occasionally, one has the first-hand experience 
of harnessing the power of the Internet, and 
Eastern Wyoming College played host to one 
such person this past Wednesday night. Greg 
Peterson, a member of the YouTube phenomenon 
Peterson Farm Bros., visited the college to discuss 
“Advocating Agriculture through Social Media.” 
He joins his brothers Nathan and Kendal in 
producing parody videos of popular songs titled 
“Farmer Style” and “I’m Farming and I Grow It” 
modeled after international hits “Gangnam Style” 
and “Sexy and I Know It” respectively.
In addition to contributing to pop culture, the 
Peterson brothers have become spokesmen for 
issues on agriculture, made sensitive through 
Chipotle’s aggressive campaign against industrial 
farming and its upcoming “Farmed & Dangerous” 
TV series. While the Petersons agree with 
Chipotle’s marketing against “inhumane” and the 
“unsustainable nature of industrial farming,” the 
brothers have launched a blog (The Peterson Farm 
Blog) in disagreement with how Chipotle defines 
and portrays “family farms” and what humane 
and ethical agricultural behavior consists of.
As 5th generation Kansas farmers, the Peterson 
brothers write that “our farm is quite large, with 
an operation of over 1,000 head, and yes, we raise 
our livestock “conventionally.” That means our 
cattle are confined in pens, antibiotics are given to 
revive them when they are sick, and hormones are 
administered to them to promote healthy growth.” 
This reality, the Petersons say, is the base of what 
Chipotle is discouraging when claiming that it is 
ethically wrong.
The brothers’ message has entered mainstream 
America through the use of blogging and video 
platforms like YouTube where they encourage 
the public to visit local family farms to truly 
understand and personally experience the reality 
of farming in an age where mass agriculture is 
facing social change. 
What drives the Peterson passion? The truth. 
The brothers note that Chipotle’s public attack on 
industrial farming has given rise to hundreds of 
articles with distorted views on family farming. 
Greg writes that “nearly everyone who believes 
these methods [mentioned in such articles] are 
wrong (including Chipotle) are basing their 
beliefs on what seems to be everyone’s collective 
emotions toward the concepts, and have never 
actually seen the way the overwhelming majority 
of conventional beef is raised in person. […] 
There are so many misconceptions on this topic, 
believe me.”
The Peterson involvement and use of modern 
social tools have allowed for a new wave of 
discussions to rise from this multidimensional 
issue. Similar family farms are now voicing 
their opinions on Chipotle’s stand, meeting with 
Chipotle’s animal rights and “agro-evolution” 
proponents. While this healthy debate continues 
nationwide, there is still one sector that appears 
on the losing end: industrial farming. “Ethical 
behavior should be of greater concern than profit” 
writes Greg—something both he and Chipotle can 
agree on.

The Beef  With Chipolte
By Dimitri Nesbitt
Post Staff Writer
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By Devin Williams 
Post Staff Writer

On Monday March 3rd, Eastern Wyoming College hosted the critically acclaimed 
journalist and Wyoming native, Mark Jenkins. Mark is a field staff writer for 
National Geographic and has traveled the globe to cover geopolitical issues. He 
has covered everything from opium smuggling in Afghanistan, HIV/AIDS in 
Botswana, ethic cleansing in Burma, to land mines in Mozambique.  Mark has 
written four books and has been published in over fifty national and international 
magazines and newspapers. Mark held two presentations while on his visit 
at Eastern Wyoming College. One was purely a discussion about geopolitical 
issues and his latest expedition to South Africa. The second was a more formal 
presentation about “The Last Skiers” in the mountains of China and their way of 
living. 
Honestly, I never realized how behind I was on worldly problems until I attended 
Mark Jenkins lunch discussion about geopolitical issues taking place around 
the globe and his latest travels to Mozambique, South Africa. To this day land 
mines reside all over the land of South Africa, having been placed many years 
ago during their Civil War, but were never removed. Because they were never 
removed they now hurt innocent victims who happen to hit the right spot in 
the ground. Many of the victims are farmers sadly, and most of them have lost 
limbs or even lost their lives. Now you would think, “well why doesn’t the United 
States go and remove them?” It turns out things are not that easy. If the US were 
to remove the land mines throughout South Africa they would have to remove 
the rest of the land mines they have placed throughout the world as mandated by 
international law. Although this seems like a serious worldly issue this was only 
one of the many worldly issues Jenkins spoke about. He also discussed how Russia 

Mark Jenkins Returns to 
Eastern Wyoming College

is trying to take over the Ukraine, and whether or not the US should get involved. 
Many Ukrainian people have voiced that they do not want the help of the US because 
they believe it will only cause them more problems. But we know that the US tries to 
get their hands on as much as they can throughout the world. 
Jenkins more formal presentation was about “The Last Skiers” that live throughout 
the mountains of China. Jenkins has always loved skiing and decided he wanted 
to research the history of skiing, which lead him to take over a month expedition 
to the mountains in China to meet the last of the last skiers. There happened to be 
so much snow at the start of this expedition that they had to have horses pull sleds 
with all their luggage on it all the way into the mountains, all while facing subzero 
temperatures. When they reached their desired location they stayed with the native 
people and got an idea of their way of living, which was actually quite simple. They 
make a lot of things by hand and grow/raise most of their food. They construct their 
own skis out of trees, and make their own bindings out of leather. While on this 
expedition, they had the natives try out the fiberglass skis that us Americans are 
used to and they still preferred their own handmade skis. Jenkins mentioned that 
he doesn’t think there will be many more generations of these last skiers because 
they will all eventually move into the city and live a different life than those of their 
ancestors. 
Needless to say, Mark Jenkins has one of the coolest jobs ever. I definitely wouldn’t 
complain about visiting a different country every three months and getting to 
write about his experience and the people he interviewed. Jenkins is definitely very 
informed about geopolitical issues going on throughout the world and I hope that he 
is able to return next year to EWC to share more of his knowledge and experiences. 
 

By Ian Zerbe
Post Staff Writer

EWC’s Gay Straight Alliance
Established in 2011, membership has included an average of 12 students per year whose 
focus has always been on making our EWC campus a safe and welcome place for diverse 
populations. Yearly activities include attending conferences, developing safe zones, raising 
awareness, and organizing LGBT friendly social events. This year they focused on adding 
some new updates and policy changes to the wording in the EWC Catalog Discrimination 
Statement, as well as the student handbook Code of Conduct, and the housing handbook. 
Furthermore, the group attended a leadership conference in Denver last fall that focused 
on developing GSA’s in order to make schools safer and more welcoming to people of all 
diversities. As for upcoming events, members plan to attend the annual Shepard Symposium 
on Social Justice at the University of Wyoming this spring. 
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By Shaylyn Reichert
Post Staff Writer

Since the first meeting of the Eastern Wyoming College Student Senate for the 
2013-2014 term, held in September, Student Senate has been busy around campus 
and in the community. As some of you may know, the Senate is comprised of four 
elected officers, and one appointed, as well as representatives from each club on 
campus. This means that the Senate is made up of your classmates, teammates, 
and so on. Debbie Ochsner serves as the Senate Advisor, and helps to keep events 
and meeting organized.
Your Student Senate officers and representatives have been responsible for 
many of the things you have seen around campus this year. Each week they are 
nominating students, staff, and groups for the honorable Civitas award, which 
rewards good work and selfless deeds done around campus. They also planned 
and organized the Oxfam Hunger Banquet, which was held last November, and 
had a wonderful turn out in student attendance. Additionally, the Senate helped 
to coordinate EWC’s first “Mix It Up Day,” held last October in the cafeteria, 
where students and faculty were encouraged to meet with new people and 
complete a project together. The Senate has also been key to the addition of two 
new clubs on campus, Journalism and Music, which have both been welcomed 
into EWC’s family of clubs and activities this year. Student Senate has also worked 
with Activities Coordinator, Lance Petsch, throughout the year to plan dates for 

Behind the Scenes of 
EWC Student Senate 

dances, movie nights, t-shirt giveaways, and many other events.
The Senate has also been key in the role of giving students an outlet through 
which they can voice concerns; this outlet has been used by students this year for 
issues they wanted discussed involving dorm life, the recent Motel 6 resident life, 
and other issues. Allowing students this voice led to more communication with 
Administration, which was key in resolving issues and finding compromises that 
would please both parties.
Your Student Senate members also decided to go a step further with their 
support of the Oxfam Hunger program, by forgoing meals once a month at their 
weekly lunch meetings, and donating this saved money to the Oxfam cause. In 
more acts of community and school service, Senate members have agreed to 
each take a week where they will be responsible for picking up recycling around 
campus, and the Senate also supports and encourages participation in the local 
Backpack Program, hosted by Torrington Middle School each Wednesday, where 
community members meet to fill backpacks with food for K-12 students who 
would otherwise be without food on weekends.
For more information on getting involved in Senate or participating in these 
community service projects, you can contact Debbie Ochsner in Student Services, 
or talk to any Senate members.
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Mining is one of South Africa’s biggest industries.  There are old left over mines that 
surround Johannesburg.  Though the mining firms are expected to keep these areas 
secure to prevent illegal access, it seems people always find a way around barriers.
It wasn’t until a security drill where screaming voices were heard coming from an 
abandoned mine that was blocked by a boulder. At that time, it was 80 degrees by 3 
p.m. and rescuers began handing water down through the holes around the boulder 
until the boulder could be removed. When rescuers asked how many were trapped, 
they responded with the shocking number, 200. When police arrived, miners started 
to resist emerging from the mine of fear of arrest. 
Old mines that are no longer in use still pose a shed of light to dealers in the black 
market. They search for scrap metal and remains that could be melted down or made 
into precious items for sale. With the security breach in the progress of improving, 
the fights for mines that are available at the least amount of risk are few. Investigators 
believe that the boulder coincidently covering the mouth of the mine so perfectly 
leads them to the cause of a rival group. Miners said that the boulder indeed was 
pushed onto the mine to intentionally eliminate the gang from their area. Police 
believe that because the mine was an old gold mine, it provoked the illegal act from 
the miners. South Africa is known to have various gold deposits. As miners were 
pulled to safety, they went from hospital bed to police vans and were sent to jail. 
South African officials have warned its people about illegally mining for gold 
deposits. There is talk to bring back the old mines and let the miners earn their 
living. But, the cost to make the mines less hazardous to its miners and to the others, 
it would be too expensive to adhere to all the safety improvising as their country 
couldn’t afford it due to the amount of abandoned mines. 
It has been said that the country has increased patrols of old mines where activity is 
monitored both in mining and dumping grounds. The threat of rival mining gangs 
poses just as much as a threat as the mining dangers themselves. Territorial wars 
are starting to emerge with the uncovering of leftover scraps from previous mining 
operations.  Police suggest that the economical status of the miners plays a major role 
in the events occurring. They also added that job openings would help accommodate 
the cost of living for the families of low income. 

South African 
Abandoned Mines 
Come To Life
By Shai Schaefer
Post Contributor

Rescue officials move a rock removed from an abandoned gold shaft as they work to rescue 
trapped suspected illegal miners in Benoni, east of Johannesburg, on Feb. 16, 2014

The West Virginia 
Incident
By Tanya Evanauski
Post Contributor

On January 9th 2014, approximately 300,000 people in West Virginia were left 
without safe water after the chemical 4 methylcyclohexanemethanol, or MCHM, was 
spilled into the Elk River. The amount estimated to have been spilled varies between 
5,000 and 10,000 gallons depending on the source. Freedom Industries is the owner 
of the storage facility housing tanks of MCHM that sit just one and a half miles 
upstream from where the local water company American Water pulls water from the 
same river to treat and provide for nine counties in the Kanawha River Valley. After 
the leak was discovered on the morning of the 9th, West Virginia Governor Tomlin 
issued a warning for the residents not to drink, cook, launder, or wash with their tap 
water due to the unstudied nature of the chemical’s affects on humans. 
The ban resulted in many businesses shutting down, as well as schools and even the 
government offices. Bottled water was quickly sold out at every local store and after 
the President ordered a state of emergency in the area, the National Guard hauled 
in tankers full of fresh water for the public. More trailers full of bottled water were 
also brought in to ensure that everyone had enough water for drinking and cooking. 
After extensive flushing of the systems, the ban on public use of the water was slowly 
lifted across the area affected as the testing revealed the chemical in the samples to be 
less than one part per million, the current standard for safe consumption by humans 
according to the Centers for Disease Control. 
Freedom Industries held a press conference on the morning of the 10th in response 
to the spill from its storage tanks into the river and their story conflicts with the 
reports from the State Department of Environmental Protection who report the leak 
was worse than Freedom initially claimed and when they arrived no containment or 
cleanup measures had begun. After their inspection, the DEP ordered all tanks at the 
site emptied and the chemicals they contained removed to another storage facility. 
The company filed for bankruptcy a week after the spill and has since failed to make 
an appearance at Congressional hearings investigating the event. 
The spill into the Elk River has caused many government officials to question the 
current laws governing chemicals and facilities around the state as well as the 
country. Currently, the regulations are fairly loose for chemicals such as MCHM that 
are not considered hazardous, leaving storage sites such as the one in West Virginia 
able to go years without inspection by any agency. Also, because the site did not 
produce any chemicals and only stored them, that further left the company without 
need for the permits and adherence to regulations that would normally protect the 
local water and air supply. In the aftermath, some politicians are calling for more 
stringent laws to keep another event like this from happening again while others 
feel that we currently have agencies such as the EPA that already have the authority 
to oversee and make changes in a more timely manner than could be accomplished 
through further legislation. 
A month after the water has been declared safe for consumption, residents within 
the area were still reporting a licorice smell in their water and are left with many 
questions. They are confused as to how a facility storing chemicals that could be 
potentially harmful to humans could be allowed so close to where their drinking 
water originates, while others are still questioning the long term affects of their 
exposure and whether they are still being exposed since the smell continues to linger. 
Local politicians as well as national agencies are all working to provide answers 
to those questions and more. Many studies, both government funded as well as 
independent, are underway to study the short term and long term affects of exposure 
to MCHM as well as what changes need to be made to prevent this from happening 
again. 
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Close Constellations 
By Joseph Vigil
Post Contributor

On February 17, 2014, an asteroid passed our planet. The asteroid was traveling at 
the speed of 27,000 miles per hour. This asteroid is the size of three football fields 
put together. I couldn’t even imagine what would happen if it hit the earth. But as 
I continued reading the article I found out that this asteroid was 8.8 lunar distance 
from the earth. 8.8 lunar distance is about the distance from the earth to the moon. 
Because of the distance, this asteroid did not do earth any harm. But just as we didn’t 
have anything to worry about, people do not realize what is out there in space. Most 
people just worry about what is going on here on earth. They don’t even think about 
the dangerous things that are happening outside our planet. It is just amazing that 
there are huge bolder-like objects floating around in our galaxy. 
It is very rare for a huge asteroid to hit the planet earth, but it has happened. On 
February 15, 2013 an asteroid tore through the skies of Russia. It wasn’t until later 
that they found out that it was an asteroid. The asteroid exploded 18 miles above 
Siberia. It is amazing what is out there. This asteroid could have hit and killed many 
people, but luckily it didn’t.
With the high technology that we have in this century, we can see when asteroids are 
coming to earth. Many years ago people didn’t know where asteroids came from and 
they didn’t have any warning about them. 

Debt Déjà vu 
By Alisha McAllister
Post Contributor

Currently in the United States, raising the debt ceiling is a hot topic in conversations. 
Our House Republicans revealed a new plan on raising the nation’s debt ceiling; 
as part of the plan, Republicans propose to replenish full income benefits for 
some military veterans. To help pay for the increases in spending due to the re-
establishment of military income benefits, Republicans proposed major cuts in 
Medicare and other required spending programs for the next fiscal year.
Some Republicans think that raising the debt ceiling is not a good idea; they believe 
that a condition of raising the debt ceiling should be in the form of reducing 
funding for Obamacare. In America, 56% of the public agrees with not raising the 
debt ceiling. Members of Congress against this idea use the example of how far our 
nation’s spending has spun out of control.  These members believe the government 
is in debt because of funding for two wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, dealing with the 
financial repercussions of the recession, and “the GOP would argue” funding the 
Affordable Care Act. The national debt has risen more than 40 percent within the 
past decade, from 61.3 percent in 2004 to 101.6 percent in 2012, as reported by the 
U.S. Treasury.
However, there is always an advantage to raising the debt ceiling, such as not 
defaulting on our loans. President Obama and Secretary Lew believe the ceiling 
should be raised without conditions. Things are getting more expensive as the years 
pass, so it will take more money to buy the things our country needs. In the United 
States, 44% of Americans agree with raising the debt for a variety of reasons. For 
example, in 2011, the delays in raising the debt ceiling cost the  American public 
an extra $1.3 billion. Obama states that “raising the ceiling is not raising the debt, 
it is simply saying Congress is authorizing the Treasury to pay for those things that 
Congress has already approved.”
This solution is complicated because everyone has different opinions as to how 
to solve this issue. The situation is not going to be solved overnight because this 
situation has been going on for a long period of time. If anything, this issue may 
never get solved. 
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By Cedric Collinge
Post Contributor

President Obama recently proposed the new idea to increase the minimum wage to $10.10 in order to decrease the poverty in the United States, where the minimum wage 
is, currently, placed at $7.25 an hour. People who support Obama’s proposition say that workers’ productivity will increase and up the wages for over 28 million workers. The 
opposition believes that increasing the wage at such a high rate will lead to consumers not being able to let employees keep jobs as well as hurt the market place too. Statistics 
say that over 900,000 people will be taken out of poverty while 500,000 people are at stake of losing their jobs rather quickly. This will decrease unemployment by a low .3%. 
There are plenty of reasons why the jobless will still be in effect. Payroll is going to be increased on the employer’s standpoint causing them to cut jobs, reduce worker hours, 
and raise the prices on customer products. Economists in the White House have a hypothesis believing that job loss could go to zero and the higher payroll cost could offset 
with the higher productivity. In any case, employees would see a salary increase within the next two years once the increase is fully implemented in 2016. The more money a 
“low-paid” employee makes the more money they will spend when it comes to buying consumer products as well as keeping business running well and efficiently. As great as 
$10.10 an hour sounds to the lower class, there is talk about raising the wage only to $9.00 which will make the predicted effects less damaging.

More Money Less Problems 

Pag
e 6



Flappy Bird “Taps Out”
By Kailee Duryea
Post Contributor

Parents who are addicted to a substance run the risk of 
passing that same addiction on to their unborn child if 
they participate in the action of consuming or using the 
addictive substance during the prenatal period. Drugs 
like heroin, cocaine, ecstasy, methamphetamine, etc. 
are widely known as addictive substances, and as such 
it is highly advised that people as a whole keep their 
distance from them. In fact, they have been made illegal 
– use, possession, or distribution of such substances 
is punishable by law. On another spectrum, there are 
small cravings, and simple pleasures that go unlabeled 
and can become “addictive” on an individual basis. 
Addiction has been attributed to biological inheritance 

Growing Pains
By Jamie Matthews
Post Contributor
What is there to do in Douglas, Wyoming?  Is a 62,000 
square foot community rec center the answer? Are we 
wiser to save our money, pay off our debt and make do 
with what we have?  It boils down to what the Douglas 
community deems to be in its best interest.  Despite 
arguments from both sides, the idea for a new rec center in 
Douglas continues to be a hot topic?
On one side of the argument, proponents of the new 
Douglas Community Recreation Center say that the old 
center is outgrown, and outdated. The prevailing “in favor” 
argument seems to be centered on the current location. 
The rec center is located inside Douglas High School, 
and those wanting a new center say that public entrance 
through the school is just not safe.
The other side argues that Douglas does not need the 

Guns-uncontrolled 
By Angel Adams
Post Contributor
As Americans, we are granted an array of rights. The right to speak our minds, the right to practice whatever religion we choose, and the right to refuse services from police and 
medical professionals are just a few. The most protected right we have as Americans, is the right to privacy of our medical information. The HIPPA law of 1996 insures that you are 
not only protected from disclosure of information, but that you are made aware of this every time you are seen by a healthcare professional. Any healthcare provider, including mental 
healthcare providers, are not allowed to violate these laws.
The Second Amendment, the right to bear arms, has come under scrutiny several times across the nation. Recently, the state of Louisiana has questioned gun control laws that 
fail to protect the public from mentally ill individuals. As it stands, Louisiana voters agreed to “reasonable regulation”. They also amended the law to read “the right to bear arms is 
fundamental and shall not be infringed” and that “any restriction of this right shall be subject to strict scrutiny”.  
The case that will promote the scrutiny of both the gun control laws and the HIPPA laws is one of a 38-year-old nurse in Houma, Louisiana, named David Freeman. Freeman went on 
a deadly shooting spree in December. He killed his former in-laws and wounded the sister of his ex-wife. He also killed his current wife, Denise, before he turned the gun on himself. 
David Freeman was not a wanted felon and was within his rights to own and carry a gun. David Freeman was diagnosed with Bi-Polar disorder and was taking medication that is 
known to cause severe aggression. Denise Freeman’s family was aware of David’s medical condition and wanted to know how it was possible for him to get a gun. 
The case made National news because of the mental condition that was reported by the family members. That seems to be the case in every shooting spree that is reported in the 
news. The shooting at the naval yard in Washington D.C., the Sandy Hook school and the Aurora theater shooting also reported mental disease or disorders of the shooter. All of this 
information came after the incidents. It served as an explanation as to why something so horrible could happen in our great county. While the entire nation is looking for reasonable 
gun control laws that will keep guns out of the hands of criminals, Louisiana may be the first state to use their amendment requiring scrutiny to change the guns laws and keep them 
out of the hands of the mentally ill. It will also require another look at the Federal HIPPA laws concerning the release of information regarding mental health.
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and environmental interactions by many. But, what is it 
that causes the addictive nature of a substance or action? 
What does it mean to be addicted to something? Google’s 
online dictionary resource defines the adjective addicted 
as “physically and mentally dependent on a particular 
substance, and unable to stop taking it without incurring 
adverse effects”.  Similarly an addiction is defined as “a 
strong and harmful need to regularly have something 
(such as a drug) or do something (such as gamble).” 
Recently, users, and more importantly, producers of the 
Android and iOS application game Flappy Bird have 
reported the game as being “addictive in nature.” This issue 
became obvious enough to take the game off the market.
 Users seem to be enraged and going to extreme 
lengths to protest the removal of the simple game placed 
on the market only months ago. Some consumers have 
been responding to the removal of the app from Apple’s 
App Store by sending Nguyen alleged death/suicide 
threats and distasteful hate mail “…a woman allegedly 
posting a picture of herself with a gun in her mouth.” 
Others have taken advantage of the situation by selling 
their iPhones with the application for sizeable amounts 
of money. Its popularity was great, and increasing with 
time. Producer Dong Nguyen was making $50K a day 
from advertisements on this simple game that he put up 
for free on the iTunes App Store. His statement on the 
February 11th was that he “…just wanted to create a game 
that people could enjoy for a few minutes.” He later stated, 

“It was just too addictive…that was the main negative, so 
I decided to take it down.” It is safe to say that players are 
less than happy with this decision, but if such a simple, 
yet difficult game, is eliciting such objectionable and 
questionable behavior, perhaps it is a good thing the game 
was taken down when it was. 
The 29 year-old producer of the game, resembling the 
Nintendo’s Super Mario Bros, was said to still be living at 
home with his parents. The popularity of the game and the 
“fanboy” hate that came along with it was simply too much 
to handle (Inquisitr, 2014). Making $50,000 a day living 
at home with your parents could be pretty overwhelming. 
Maybe it was time for Mr. Dong Nguyen to start a new 
style of living and move on and up in Vietnam. 
Addiction comes in many forms. There are two categories, 
however: those addictions that are seen as unacceptable, 
and those that are accepted by the general public as mildly 
or less-harmful than the alternative. The addictive nature 
of this simple mobile game was obvious to its creator. So 
much so that he decided that he needed to do something 
about it. Some people don’t believe his claims, and would 
like to argue that he is being presented with a copyright 
lawsuit as a repercussion of his design choice and the 
similarities it shares with the Nintendo Super Mario 
Bros game. Whether or not the accusations are true, the 
situation brings to light an issue that is very real – screen 
time addiction. Dong Nguyen is not alone in the fight to 
end this ever-present issue.

headache. Not that all are opposed, they just want some 
of the particulars ironed out before jumping on board. 
Ownership, costs, location, management and membership 
fees are all issues being brought up by those currently nay-
saying the proposed center. 
In order to address some of these concerns, experts 
have been brought in. Ballard/King and associates is 
a recreation center and sports facility consulting firm 
from Highlands Ranch, Colorado. Jeff King, of Ballard/
King addressed a group of 40 interested folks in a public 
meeting on January 30th. One of the key points brought 
out by King is the fact that Douglas is experiencing a 
boom, and growing very quickly. King informed the 
crowd that population growth alone was grounds enough 
to begin planning a new center. Although the proposed 
center seems enormous, Ballard/King believes the facility 

will be adequate based on population growth predictions.
Included in the proposed giant are an 11,500 sq. ft aquatic 
area, 14,000 sq. ft. gym, 5000 sq. ft indoor track, plus 
aerobic rooms, weight rooms, multipurpose, baby-sitting 
and game areas. The new facility would cost an estimated 
$1.4 million to operate. Other community interests 
included in the discussions are a hockey rink, room for 
Boys and Girls Clubs, batting cages, golf simulators, 
horseshoe pits and more. Besides finding a site large 
enough for the rec center, some parties discussed if it 
could be built in phases, to allow too much debt from 
building.
Clearly, a new rec center in Douglas has drawn 
controversy and debate. It’s plain to see the debate will not 
end soon. In the end, Douglas may well have herself a new 
place to hang out with family and friends. 
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NFR To Remain in Las Vegas
By Randi Evans
Post Contributor

After the 2013 National Finals Rodeo (NFR) was held in the first part of last 
December in Las Vegas, Nevada, it was going to be moved to Florida for the next 
20 years. Many people enjoy going to the NFR because it is in Las Vegas where ten 
nights of gambling, Cowboy Christmas and rodeo performances await.
Moving the National Finals Rodeo to Florida would be beneficial in a couple of 
ways, first it would be more beneficial to the younger rodeo fans. When the NFR 

Facebook’s dead: keeping up with the 
next generation of social media
By Dimitri Nesbitt
Post Staff Writer

In today’s ever-changing, fast-paced 
lifestyle, social media has become 
the hub for modern and cultural 
interaction. It’s been used to 
rapidly inform, to win elections, 
even to start revolutions. However, 
the average Millennial is more 
focused on using social media as 
a stage to present one’s beliefs and 
potential—we establish ourselves as 
a brand.
With Facebook’s glory declining, today’s 
youth is turning towards faster, more 
mobile alternatives which offer immediate 
micro-marketing. Navigating through 
this secondary batch of networking sites 
can be cumbersome, but with practice, 
integrity, and ambition, anyone can 
become the next Internet sensation.
Here’s a guide to the trendiest networking sites to 
join to establish your new persona.
Twitter- it’s not new, but definitely worth 
mentioning. Twitter caters to a massive, global population 
interested in everything imaginable. Using it to engage in 
relevant conversations and to tweet with honesty will land 
you followers in no time.
Tumblr- since its launch in 2007, Tumblr has gone from a simple micro-blogging 
platform to an enormous community with powerful influence. Fueled by celebrating 
diversity, Tumblr is about sharing images, GIFs, videos, music, links, and posts about 
anything; much of this content is later seen on other networking sites, cementing 
Tumblr’s status as a trendy medium.
Pheed – this small network was ranked 2013’s “#1 Social Network to Watch” by 
Forbes. Functioning similar to Twitter and Tumblr, Pheed is a hub of counterculture 
and edgy lifestyles. By getting ahead of the masses, anyone can turn their Pheed 
channel into a next-gen tool for creative production and even lets users add a pay-
per-view subscription for profit.

Curre
nt

Issu
escontinued . . . 

May2014

TvTag (formerly GetGlue)- with television 
shows reflecting the times, TvTag captures the 

screen side of media and allows 
its users to “check-into” shows and 

movies they watch (think Foursquare for 
TV). Additionally, TvTag incorporates 
show exclusives, images, and links into 
the endless dialogue all users contribute 
to. For any self-proclaimed film critic, 
TvTag is a must.
Keek- Before the Vine craze of 2013, 

Keek was slowly gaining      steam. 
Today, this video-based network has 

reached an impressive 60 million users. 
Users upload 30 second posts (keeks) 
where virtually anything is expressed. Keek 
works like a mini-YouTube and several 
YouTube based users upload keeks as a 
type of commercial, directing traffic to 

the main base. Whether or not it takes off, 
Keek stands by a simple thought: a picture is worth a 
thousand words, but a video is worth a million.
Knotch – For building a knowledgeable following, 

Knotch is cutting-edge tool. Only recently launched, this 
network curates friendly discussions among like-minded 

people. You can choose or create your own topic (beards, 
for example), how strongly you feel about it, and your thoughts 

on it. Knotch users are already on the search for highbrow networking, and 
with Instagram and Twitter integration, those same people can become your 
followers elsewhere.
Google + - The failed launch of G+ in 2011 has been pushed aside for 
good. Google’s social layer is fast becoming a playground for the upper 
crust and the ambitious. With over half a billion users, G+ is expected to 
pose a significant threat to Facebook this year. Its helpful communities, 
diverse demographics, and productive atmosphere make G+ a favorite for 
professionals of all kinds to work, engage, and market. Function as if you 
were an indispensible committee member and you can take your equally 
influential followers anywhere.

is being held in Las Vegas the younger rodeo fans do not have as many things to 
do as most events require one to be twenty-one years of age. If the NFR is held in 
Florida there will be more to do for all ages.
As of January 24 of this year, the final decision was made and voted on by the Las 
Vegas Events Board of Trustees and the Professional Rodeo Cowboys Association 
Board of Directors. The National Finals Rodeo will stay in Las Vegas for the next 
ten years. This will be beneficial because it is one of the largest money making 
rodeos.  This rodeo has a guarantee of sixteen million dollars in purse money 
from the sponsors, and contestant purse will be ten million dollars, while stock 
contractors will receive three million dollars annually.  Many other benefits came 
out of the agreement to keep it in Vegas as well, including a lifetime sponsorships 
for RAM National Circuit Finals and the National Final Steer roping.
The chairman of the board said this would benefit everyone from the contestants 
to the stock contractor to the contract personnel.  Las Vegas has also built a great 
relationship with the National Finals Rodeo and is the richest rodeo known to 
man. The NFR has sold out 270 consecutive performances, bringing in the top 
fifteen rodeo contestant in each event and visitors from all over the world to watch 
the great rodeo itself. By keeping the NFR in Las Vegas the committee hopes to 
continue the growth of the NFR and keep the popularity high.
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A Face for the Faceless: Michael Sam
By Thomas Garvie
Post Staff Writer

It is a common American practice to become so ingrained in our traditions, our 
stereotypes, and our vision of the way things are or should be that we often reject 
anything new or different. Roles are created by society and it becomes the norm to 
tell a person or an entire demographic where they belong in our society and where 
they are allowed to go, as if this draconian practice is excusable because we live in the 
‘land of the free’. But every once in a while there comes a single person prepared to 
test these societal barriers and push stereotypes to their limits; that is willing to stand 
tall with the weight of oppression on his shoulders and an entire people’s hopes on 
his or her back. These men and women are 
trailblazers and embody everything that it 
is to be an American.
Jackie Robinson was one such man who, 
on April 15, 1947, made history by being 
the first African American to ever set 
foot on a Major League Baseball (MLB) 
diamond. Robinson would be the first of 
a flood of African American athletes to 
inundate not only major league baseball, 
but all American professional sports. As 
evidence to Robinsons impact, I invite you 
to consider that anywhere from 35 and 
40 percent of professional athletes in the 
United States are African American or of 
African American descent including the 
NFL and NBA who are both comprised 
of approximately 80 percent African 
Americans. It’s interesting to consider that 
white Americans are now the minority 
in those two leagues.  However the real 
question remains, how was Robinson 
able to impact our entire culture almost 
as effectively as Martin Luther King by 
simply catching a baseball? Robinson had 
the unique advantage of becoming an icon 
in what was at the time the most popular 
professional sport in America. 
Now imagine if an oppressed minority, so long delegated to their predetermined 
role in our society, was to be able to position a positive advocate in the eye of today’s 
supercharged media. You may be wondering to what oppressed minority I could 
possibly be referring, as race is in this day and age almost a non-issue in the world of 
professional sports; and while yes the pigment of one’s skin has not been a barrier in 
the sports world since men like Jackie Robinson broke that barrier down, sexuality 
has created its own barrier. However a man has risen into the public eye that may 
potentially wield the power to leap this draconian hurdle and change American 
culture forever. 
This man is University of Missouri football standout Michael Sam. After an 
impressive senior season at the University of Missouri the former collegiate defensive 
end seemed on a sure path to NFL stardom. However the would be star made what 

can only be described as an awe inspiring move on February ninth by announcing 
on a live interview with ESPN that he is gay. By uttering the words “I am a proud 
gay man” Michael Sam expanded the implications of his potential NFL future 
far beyond the realm of football, and at the same time became arguably the most 
significant figure the American gay community has ever had. This was only the first 
of three crucial events that will determine his impact on American culture and on 
the American perception of the entire homosexual demographic; and as such I feel 
it is important that we analyze the impacts this lone event had on his future as well 

as the future of gay rights. Michael Sam’s decision 
to come out on national television was one of the 
most courageous moves you will ever see a young 
man make, for more than the obvious reason. Not 
only did Sam knowingly subjugate himself to the 
harsh criticisms of the American people, he may 
have also raised a big enough red flag to prevent 
an NFL team from drafting him, effectively ending 
his dream and his chances of having a lasting 
impact on our culture. First, let us look to the 
pros and cons of the statement itself. Sam seemed 
focused throughout the interview and once he 
had dropped the bombshell, his focus seemed to 
intensify and despite a clear emotional reaction to 
the situation, he was able to remain poised. Sam 
made it clear that he understands the implications 
of his announcement by saying “I know how 
important it is and I’m ready for it” Because of 
the timing and the manner by which he came 
out, I believe that Michael Sam made the best he 
could of our first crucial event, by risking public 
embarrassment and the end of his dream as well 
as displaying sensitivity and courageousness he 
showed all honorable and redeemable qualities.
The second of the three events that will inevitably 
determine Michael Sam’s place in the history 
books, happened in Indianapolis Indiana between 

February 22nd and 25th. The NFL scouting Combine is a venue in which coaches 
and managers from each of the 32 NFL teams can evaluate a players athletic ability 
as well as address any off the field issues, and for the Michael Sam, one seemed to 
be looming over the other. Just as before we will analyze the events of the combine 
concerning Sam and come to a conclusion as to the impact event number two may 
have had on his future. Now while you would think that the only aspect of the 
combine that matters in respect to this discussion would be how he handled himself 
in interviews, Sam’s physical performance could prove just as relevant and as such 
that is where we will begin. NFL.com reports an “average” combine for Sam who 
measured 6’2 and weighed in at a decent 261 pounds. He ran a 4.91 second 40 yard 
dash which is considered less than ideal, compounded by an unspectacular 17 reps 
on the bench press Sam’s numbers confirm the suspicion that the NFL hopeful is a 
mid-round draft selection at best. The real issue comes with his stature in relation 
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to his positional skill set; because of his abilities Sam was able to play defensive end 
at the college level with success, however in the NFL he appears almost too small to 
deal with the average 6’5 340-pound men that he would have to play against week 
in and week out. However, one seemingly clear alternative exists to placing the 
undersized Sam on the line against these behemoths, by changing his position to line 
backer Sam would be about five yards off the line and have a more realistic chance of 
reaching the quarterback in blitz situations. However, the hitch with this proposition 
is the additional responsibilities that would be placed on Sam in this scenario. 
Linebackers are often called upon to cover passing routes run by much smaller 
faster and more nimble athletes, making things like speed and fluidity that much 
more important. Multiple reports from the combine including those from NFL.com 
and ESPN suggest that Sam showed ‘ stiffness’ in his hips which creates an issue in 
fluidity, plus Sam’s 4.91 second 40 yard dash time cannot hope to compare to that of 
a 4.3 second wide receivers. These issues make the linebacker option almost just as 
risky as the option of defensive end. Now amidst the football jargon and the statistics 
you may or may not care about the fact of the matter is this: the athletic portion of 
the NFL combine did more harm than good to the chances of Michael Sam getting 
drafted in May.
The second half of Michael Sam’s involvement in the NFL combine and how it 
impacted his draft stock: Sam came to the podium in Indianapolis clearly prepared 
to deal with the hard questions he would face. He stood with poise and pride as a 
man that would not be deterred and faced a barrage of questions hurled at him by 
the media, few to do with playing football. One reporter asked if Sam feels like he 
is a trail blazer, to which 
he replied bluntly “I feel 
like I am Michael Sam.” It 
was blunt and cut to the 
chase answers like this 
that allowed Sam to retain 
absolute control over the 
interview and to really 
shape for himself how it 
would be portrayed. He 
made one statement that 
I be alive will one day be 
placed near a picture of 
his face as a motivational 
image, and that statement 
goes as follows “I just wish 
you guys would see me as 
Michael Sam the football 
player and not Michael 
Sam, the gay football 
player.”  In such a way 
that I cannot do justice 
too it with my words, 
Michael Sam owned his 
press conference and turned this portion of our second crucial event into something 
special.  However, Sam had to also meet with owners of teams and talk about not 
only football but again his sexual orientation, and while we may never know the 
exact content of these meetings, we are lucky enough to see some of the reactions 
from the owners. BleacherReport.com reported that one NFL official had said that he 
had seen “as much football knowledge as I have seen in a college prospect in decades” 
which is as high a complement you can pay to a football player’s IQ. Another official 
reportedly said “he seemed too good to be true, so I kept trying to get find something 
that seemed off. There was nothing. This guy has no weakness in his character.” 
The press conference itself coupled with reports from NFL officials shows a strong 
confident man with poise and irreproachable character that has the qualities of a 
leader and the ambition of a champion, which in my opinion more that compensates 
for subpar statistics in the athletic portion of the combine.
The third and by far the most important of our three events will take place on May 
8th through the 10th, during which time we will see whether or not Michael Sam 
will become the first ever openly gay professional football player. Obviously, because 
this event has yet to occur it is impossible to discuss its impacts, however, I can 
discuss the probability he will be drafted, as well as the impacts of if he is and if he 
is not drafted. Sam’s largest downside comes from his stature as he is too small to be 
a defensive end but not fast enough to be a linebacker. However he is not without 
physical upside, as he has shown that when on the field in a real game situation he is 
one of the best around at getting to the quarterback. Now we look to his interviews 
with the public and with NFL officials where he showed nothing but upside and 
displaying “no weakness in character.” Additionally he has shown to any organization 
that he can shoulder tremendous off the field pressure and is poised enough to be 
the face of a franchise if need be. But the real question here is how does Sam’s being 
gay effect his draft stock? Prior to his coming out I believe Sam would have been a 
mid-round (rounds 3-5) guy that could potentially slip through the cracks. After his 

coming out, the pressure has been shifted so much to the NFL and its 32 franchises 
that Michael Sam has almost guaranteed that his name will be called in May. 
Shocked? Don’t be. Each of the 32 franchises in the NFL is its own business, making 
an effort not only to win games, but to be profitable. Now consider the potential 
boost in fan base and revenue for the team that drafts Sam. This organization will 
be perceived as the most progressive and tolerant in the league, touting the first 
and only openly gay NFL football player. If you are still doubting that any of these 
organizations would fear the fan backlash of drafting a gay player more than that of if 
they don’t, consider the pressure that will be put on each team by the NFL itself. The 
NFL does not want to be the organization that did not draft a quality player because 
of his sexuality, and as such will no doubt put pressure on the 32 teams to draft Sam. 
It is clear that Sam made the right move and not only will is coming out not hurt his 
draft stock, but it has almost assured that he will be drafted. 
Now let’s talk implications. What if I’m wrong? What if Michael Sam is not drafted in 
May? Well first of all the gay community will have been denied their Jackie Robinson, 
the one man in position to take an entire people from the shadows of oppression 
into the light of equality…..if only in the sports world. However, the implications for 
the NFL could be far worse. Sure, in Jackie Robinson’s day, the majority of the public 
would have applauded the MLB had they denied Robinson a place in professional 
baseball; however, this is a different day and age, one in which Michael Sam is on the 
cover of Sports Illustrated and the majority of the American people are pulling for 
him. If Sam is not drafted, the NFL will be branded as a close minded discriminatory 
organization that has just hindered the rights of an entire demographic for years 

to come. The 
league will lose 
a significant part 
of its fan base 
and therefore a 
significant piece 
of revenue. NFL 
analysts will look 
to those teams 
that had the 
opportunity and 
the need for a 
player like Sam 
and try to place 
the blame on those 
few franchises for 
not taking Sam, 
but it will not 
matter. The brand 
of discrimination 
placed on the 
league will carry 
to each franchise 
regardless of 

what NFL network says. You may think that Sam is only the first and that even if 
he is denied someone will follow suit. The difference for Sam is that his action was 
unprecedented with no previous trend on which to base his decision; but for anyone 
considering following in his footsteps, they will look to Sam’s situation, and realize 
that being an openly gay football player is bad for business. If Michael Sam is denied 
his dream, and the dream of so many young football players, it will become clear that 
to every gay football player that to be yourself is to sacrifice your dream. It could be 
decades before another trailblazer like Sam demands equality and places himself in 
the public eye. But what if I am right? What if Sam is called to the stage in May to the 
cheers of all in attendance? For the gay community, a solemn band on individuality 
in the NFL will be lifted and all gay players will feel free to express themselves 
as such. This would be a significant step toward the liberation of a people in our 
society, with implications far beyond football. The NFL will be the most progressive 
professional sports league in America and will garner a new level of popularity, by 
attracting a whole new fan base in the form of the gay community and gay rights 
activists. The lucky team that drafts Sam will become a mogul for diversity and will 
see a proportional gain in revenue and fan base. With the changes being made in one 
of the most important and influential parts of American culture, a domino effect will 
be set until each and every aspect of our culture is without discrimination for gay 
people. 
The question remains, can Michael Sam be to the gay community what Jackie 
Robinson was for the black community? While I will keep my opinions on 
homosexuality to myself, I will tell you that I believe the answer is a cut and dry 
yes. Michael Sam is operating under far less scrutiny with far more support, not to 
mention without the added pressure to play well. For Sam, the key is being drafted, 
and after that the point has been made and the door has been opened.   Michael Sam 
will be drafted, Michael Sam will become the first openly gay football player, and 
Michael Sam will become a face for the faceless.
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The Ag Droid
By Ian Zerbe
Post Staff Writer

“A long time ago in a galaxy far far away….” 
Ok maybe not, but to some it may seem like the world of science fiction has now 
made its way into modern agriculture. Most farmers and ranchers are fairly in tune 
with the health and well-being of their herd and crops, and probably check them on a 
regular basis. In todays world of vast technological expansion this has become easier 
than ever. Imagine having a hired hand that always does exactly what you tell them, 
can be there to check on your animals or crops at any time of the day or night, and 
can hover over your whole operation without forgetting to close a single gate.
These new hired hands are now drones. Originally used exclusively for military 
purposes, drones have been making their way into several other occupations and 
industries.  In quoting Rakesh Sharma a writer for Forbes, a website and magazine 
that covers top stories and educates people on new and upcoming things in the 
business world. “Drones can be used to perform a variety of tasks, ranging from 
reconnaissance missions in the military to possibly delivering pizza”.  
However we aren’t concerned with delivering pizza, rather the ability to diagnose 
sick animals and diseased plants remotely by flying an unmanned drone over the 
field. The world of production agriculture always seems to be the last industry to 
reap the benefits of new technology and after roughly 14 years of use, drones are now 
available to the public under numerous governmental regulations. 
3D Robotics, a company based solely on creating drones for personal use in a variety 
of fields including business, entertainment, photography, and search and rescue has 
now began marketing to the agriculture sector. These drones can be outfitted with 
anything from simple live video feed cameras to infrared cameras that can recognize 
an increased temperature in animals or the difference between a diseased and healthy 
plant. Flight times for these babies range from ten minutes to a whopping 35 or 40 
depending on conditions. 
If you’re interested in technology and you want to help make the agriculture field a 
more efficient industry and possibly bring it into the forefront of the 21st century you 
might consider working in the field of robotics. This industry has brought a whole 
new element to modern agriculture. What will they think of next?

Wyoming Supreme 
Court Rules in 
Favor of Cindy Hill
By Carol Morrison
Post Contributor
One day short of a year to the day that Wyoming Governor Matt Mead signed 
Senate File 104 into law the Wyoming Supreme Court ruled SF 104, aka, the Hill bill, 
unconstitutional. In a 3-2 vote the justices ruled in favor of former Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Cindy Hill.
The 2013 Wyoming Legislature convened its session on January 8th and on January 
9th, Senate File 104 was introduced. The bill addressed the replacement of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Cindy Hill, an elected official, with a director 
to be appointed by the Governor.  Sponsors were twelve (12) State Senators and seven 
(7) Representatives.   The alleged issue by supporters of the legislation was: Hill’s 
administration had disregarded state law by having her department not perform or 
delay certain tasks associated with the legislature’s recent education reform efforts 
(Moen, 2013). 
Wyoming House Speaker Tom Lubnau said employees of the state Department of 
Education confided in him about an “atmosphere of secrecy and intimidation” within 
the agency and that employees also told him that Ms. Hill had said at a staff meeting 
she had no intention of carrying out the education reforms mandated by the state 
legislature. (Barron, 2013)  Elected in 2010, Hill was in her third year as head of the 
Wyoming education system. However, two years into her term she had alienated and 
frustrated state lawmakers and others who took issue with how she ran a department 
with a $1.9 billion two-year budget and 150 employees. (reports, 2013)
The legislature felt Ms. Hill had gone against their mandates though she was elected 
by the people of Wyoming to carry them out. Another contention was test scores 
statewide had decreased; inappropriate spending of funds took place and the way 
material was delivered to students statewide were all part of the issue. Part of the 
Department of Education had been located in Laramie prior to Ms. Hill’s election, 
and after taking office, jobs were moved to Cheyenne. SF 104 was said to be a 
vendetta on the part of those who sponsored the bill including Sen. Phil Nicholas, 
R-Laramie who was angered when jobs were taken from his district and Rep. Matt 
Teeters, R-Lingle, a co-sponsor of the bill. Teeters in fact sponsored an amendment 
to the file the day Governor Mead signed it into law that removed Ms. Hill from her 
offices immediately.
Supporters of Ms. Hill stated she was elected by the people and if she didn’t perform 
the job the people would remove her at the next election in four (4) years. They also 
said it was a betrayal of the elected officials against the people of Wyoming.
Cindy Hill and several of her supporters filed a lawsuit against the state on the day 
it was signed into law. On August 21, 2013, the case was heard in the Wyoming 
Supreme Court. The lawsuit challenged the constitutionality of the bill that stripped 
her of many of her duties and created a director of the Department of Education. 
On January 28, 2014 the long awaited ruling was handed down by the court that 
SF 104 was unconstitutional. Justices James Burke, Michael Davis and Barton 
Voigt were in the majority and in their opinion wrote, “We conclude the act (SF 
104) unconstitutionally deprives the state superintendent of public instruction 
of the power of ‘general supervision of the public schools’ that is entrusted to the 
superintendent in (the Constitution),” (News, 2014) The Legislature may add or 
limit the powers of constitutional officials as long as the position can still meet its 
constitutional responsibilities. “While the Legislature can prescribe powers and 
duties of the superintendent, it cannot eliminate or transfer powers and duties to 
such an extent that the superintendent no longer maintains the power of ‘general 
supervision of the public schools,’” it reads. There is no specific constitutional 
provision for removing the superintendent’s ability to supervise the state’s public 
schools without a constitutional amendment, the justices said. (News, 2014)
Superintendent Hill will shortly resume her programs designed to bolster academic 
performance among Wyoming children which enjoyed enormous success. Improving 
education for the children of the state remains her top priority. Backers of SF104 
recognized Hill as a political enemy and pursued her personal destruction. They 
have been completely thwarted as several audits of her department have failed to 
turn up the slightest indications of wrongdoing but proven that the conduct in her 
office has been above reproach. Another fishing expedition by Governor Matt Mead, 
a committee headed by lawyer Cathy MacPherson has failed to unearth any plausible 
evidence of wrongdoing on the part of Hill or her staff.
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Syrian Crisis: On the Brink of a Civil War
By Beverly Derby
Post Contributor

The United States decision to back a diplomatic solution to the Syrian crisis is 
prudent even though it is proving to be a slow-moving one.  Careful consideration 
must be given prior to any action, due to the multi-factional background of the 
rebels, the Russian support that President Assad possesses and the chemical weapon 
stockpiles that the government controls.  The use of military force would be more 
costly in U.S dollars than refugee or humanitarian aid and would place the lives of 
more Syrians and Americans at risk.   
The revolt began in the spring of 2011 with protests against the government and 
current President Bashar al-Assad.  Since the uprisings began government forces 
have responded with widespread oppression, torture and killings against anyone that 
officials deem as protesters or members of a rebel group.  Horror escalated world-
wide as stories began to circulate regarding the use of chemical weapons against 
civilians.  It is widely believed among the allied western countries 
that the Assad government is responsible for genocide against its 
citizens, including the sarin gas attack in August 2013.  
The demographics of the rebel forces complicate the Syrian 
situation even further.  There are four primary rebel groups 
that are fighting against not only the government forces, but 
themselves.  They include the Free Syrian Army (FSA), which is 
comprised of civilians and army defectors; Al Quaeda inspired 
rebels, willing fighters that are answering the call to jihad; Islamist 
groups, Syrian Islamic fundamentalist brigades and Kurdish 
fighters, which are hoping to defend local communities and 
longing for an autonomist state.  These groups have a common 
goal of wanting to overthrow and oust the current Assad 
government.  However, it will be difficult to satisfy each group’s 
individual preference for a replacement governing body as they 
continue to battle each other for supremacy in addition to the 
government.  Over 100,000 Syrians have died since the fight 
began and 2.5 million refugees have fled the country.  The longer 
the fighting continues the more Syrian lives will be lost.
It is the goal of the United Nations Security Council to bring 
all factions to the table for negotiations at the Geneva II 
International Conference that is now taking place.  According 
to Secretary of State John Kerry the negotiations will “establish 
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a process for the formation of a transition government with full executive powers”.  
All factions will have had the chance to participate in a transition plan and the 
establishment of a new government.  
The United States, as a global leader, must continue to assist with the crisis in Syria. 
The current civil war and unrest is best handled through diplomatic interventions 
given the country’s culture and political ties. It is vital to the survival of Syrian 
citizens that aid will be provided through humanitarian efforts and refugee assistance 
in collaboration with the United Nations.  Simultaneously, the United States must 
continue to promote negotiations to assist with bringing the civil war to an end.  A 
diplomatic solution is more cost effective for the United States and does not put 
American lives at risk. 
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There are many movies, television shows, and other 
Media sources that show what law enforcement is all 
about. The media depicts the life of a law enforcement 
officer as action filled, suspenseful, crime ridden, and 
intense. The media also attempts to show the bondage 
between officers and how officers treat each other 
because of the badge they all wear. But what happens 
when one of those officers abuse their authority? The 
media, more often than not, exaggerates the abuse 
into the “Crooked Cop.” In real life, police officers are 
normal people, merely held to a higher standard to 
uphold the law and to protect those who cannot. When 
a member of the law enforcement family abuses their 
authority, it does make headline news, much like in 
Florida where a local police officer got pulled over by a 
Highway Patrol officer in his marked patrol vehicle. 
In Miami, Florida, Highway Patrol Officer Dana Jane 
Watts was on patrol when she witnessed a marked 
police vehicle, sped by her at speeds in excess of 100 
miles per hour. This marked police vehicle, did not 
have its emergency lights activated, nor did it have its 
sirens, warning the other vehicles in traffic of its erratic 
driving. Trooper Watts activated her emergency lights 
in her patrol vehicle and pursued the speeding police 
cruiser and initiated a traffic stop. 
There are two types of traffic stops in law enforcement; 
routine and high risk. The routine traffic stop consist 
of the majority of the traffic stops on a regular shift, 

Florida Trooper
By William Houchin
Post Contributor

but when the high risk traffic stops are conducted, 
they are done with the officer’s safety in mind. Trooper 
Watts finally caught the speeding police cruiser and 
conducted a high risk traffic stop to ensure she had not 
encountered a criminal who decided to steal a new ride. 
It wasn’t until she approached the vehicle, with sidearm 
drawn, when she noticed that the driver of the cruiser 
was Officer Lopez from the Miami Police Department, 
still in uniform. 
When she found Officer Lopez behind the wheel, she 
calmed down, holstered her sidearm and removed 
Lopez from the vehicle. She insisted, for her safety, that 
Lopez was going to be placed in handcuffs because she 
did not feel comfortable with the situation. When she 
asked Lopez about his driving, he claimed that he was 
late for an off duty job. 
There are many sayings in law enforcement that 
symbolize the brotherhood of officers such as the 
thin blue line and brothers in blue. It is the common 
knowledge that officers take care of each other and 
cover for one another, but when one officer takes goes 
after another, it can be deadly for that one officer. In 
Trooper Watts’ case, she was instantly targeted for 
harassment and threats from other officers. Officer 
Lopez was eventually fired for his actions as Trooper 
Watts was in fear of her life at times. 
Officers of the law have a lot of authority and power and 

at times can abuse that authority. Many officers, did not 
like that Trooper Watts did what she did, and decided 
to take matters into their own hands and retrieved her 
information using police databases. Over time, Trooper 
Watts was able to retrieve information that showed her 
driver’s license information was accessed more than 
200 times from 25 different law enforcement agencies. 
As a result of her information being accessed, Trooper 
Watts is suing these law enforcement agencies under 
the Federal Driver License Protection Act of 1994. If 
the lawsuit is successful, Trooper Watts will be awarded 
nearly $500,000. 
There is a code between law officers, stand behind one 
another, cover for one another, protect each other, no 
matter what the cost. This code is often misunderstood, 
by the younger generation of police officers and gives 
the mentality that the officer can do whatever he or 
she wants, and will be supported by his or her fellow 
officers. This is not the case but is viewed by many 
as this manner. The truth of the code is more family 
oriented and rooted in combat as to watch over another 
and to be a light unto others in a land of darkness. 
There are those that emit an abundance of light and 
there are those who live in the light of others and play 
in the shadows. At times, those lights flicker and fade 
away and extinguished. 

Highway Patrol Officer Dana Jane Watts 

Officer Lopez
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Eric Millerberg is facing up to life in prison in the 
death of Alexis Rasmussen. Rasmussen was the 
family’s babysitter of their infant.  Things soon turned 
fatal.  Rasmussen was missing for thirty-eight days 
before she was found in a deserted area near a river.  
Rasmussen’s mother, along with local police searched 
and searched for her missing child frequently going 
to the Millerbergs’ for answers, (which she never got).   
She finally got answers when the body was found and 
then later all evidence lead straight to Eric Millerberg.  
Millerberg, 38 and Rasmussen 16, Millerberg shot 
her up with heroin and methamphetamine and 

Utah Man Found Guilty of 
Teen Babysitter’s Murder
By Katie Mueller
Post Contributor

Police Chief Paul Williams, Owens and Woods did not know each other. Williams 
also says that a body was found on Wednesday morning at the home of Wood that 
is believed to be Owens. He says that official confirmation will not occur until after 
the autopsy but that him and the other investigators have a high degree of confidence 
that the body is Owens. He did not share the body’s cause of death.  
After recovering the child’s body, Williams said that the police have no idea of the 
motive behind the killing. He said that Woods has refused to talk to investigators 
since his arrest. 
After his arrest, the records showed that Woods had little criminal history. He had 
only been arrested for possession of a controlled substance and poaching. Two 
crimes far less than what he did on Tuesday evening. 
A spokesman for the school that Woods worked at said that Woods met all of the 
qualifications for employment, including passing multiple background checks. He 
also passed the screenings to detect allegations of child abuse of neglect. 

A parent’s worse nightmare happened Tuesday evening around 5 p.m. in southwest 
Missouri. Craig Michael Wood, a forty-five year old of Springfield, Missouri 
kidnapped ten-year-old Hailey Owens. Wood is now accused of not only kidnapping 
Owens but also murdering her. He will now face first-degree murder charges. 
Witnesses of the kidnapping told investigators that a man in a gold Ford Ranger 
drove down the street several times before taking Owens.  The witnesses called 911 to 
report the trucks license plate number. Wood was arrested on Tuesday night outside 
his home while he was inside of his truck parked outside. A resident of the area, 
Ricky Riggins, told the Springfield News that he chases the pickup in his car after he 
saw the girl be taken away. Riggins told the newspaper that he couldn’t keep up with 
the pickup as he was going too fast. 
 Woods, a seventh-grade football coach and a teacher’s aide at Springfield 
School District, worked with students from kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Owens was not a student at the same school that Woods worked and according to 

Middle School Football Coach Murders Child
By Sydney Harms
Post Contributor

making it a night of sex and drugs including his 
wife.  Joseph White, a medical examiner, testified 
stating that Rasmussen had seven times the lethal 
amount of methamphetamine in her system and 
high levels of morphine and amphetamines.  White 
states that because the body was so decomposed that 
they could not rule out other reasons for death such 
as strangulation or trauma so cause of death is still 
undeclared.
Millerberg’s attorney states that this is not the first 
time Rasmussen has shot up and had sexual nights 
with Millerberg even though she was only 16 years 
old. Millerberg also admitted to partying with high 
school girls on a regular occasion.  Millerberg took 

his wife and infant with him to dump the body and his 
wife is currently in trial for desecration of a dead body, 
while her husband is on trial for child abuse homicide, 
unlawful sexual contact with a minor, obstruction of 
justice, and desecration of a dead body in the 2011 
death.  
Millerberg entered trial on February 14, 2014 and it 
took the Utah jury all but two hours to conclude that 
Millerberg was guilty of killing his 16 year old babysitter.  
During the trial prosecutors brought in medical 
examiners, prisoners, Millerberg’s wife, and detectives 
to testify against him.  Rasmussen’s family was very 
thrilled on the verdict and said that this will help with 
the closure process.

Woman Serial Killer
By Clara Vinton
Post Contributor

It is not often that you hear of a serial killer that is a 
woman but Miranda Barbour has been charged for the 
killing of a 42 year old man that she met on Craigslist. 
Miranda Barbour is from North Pole, Alaska where she 
first started her killing streaks. At a very young age of 
13, she had joined a satanic cult there. Barbour’s first 
killing happened forcefully from the cult’s leader who 
had taken Barbour along on a hit on someone who had 
owed him money. After the leader had shot the man he 
handed the gun to her and told her to finish him off. 
She couldn’t do it so the man came behind her and put 
his hands on her and pulled the trigger. Ever since then, 
she continued killing and stashing bodies in states in 
California, North Carolina, Texas, and Alaska. 
No one had known about all of these killings from 
Miranda until her most recent one where she got caught 
and then finally confessed about all the other killings. 
Miranda had lured a lonely 42-year-old man through 
Craigslist by saying she offered “companionship.”  The 
two had planned to meet at a parking lot of a shopping 
mall in Sunbury, Pennsylvania on November 11th. 
Miranda’s husband, an accomplice, was hiding beneath 
a blanket in the back of her Honda CRV, waiting for 
Troy LeFerrara to get in the car. After Miranda gave a 
signal to Elytte Barbour, her husband, he wrapped a 
cord around LeFerrara’s neck while she stabbed him 

20 times. They 
then stashed his 
body away in an 
alley which was 
found the next 
day. Initially the 
excuse for stabbing 
this man was that 
he was groping 
Miranda and trying 
to choke her until 
Miranda confessed 
to just stabbing the 
man while Elytte 
choked him. Elytte 
also told the police that they conspired to kill a stranger 
together. When asked why she pleaded not guilty to the 
LaFerrara muder, she replied, “I didn’t want to.” At her 
arraignment, the judge had asked her how she pleaded, 
she was going to say guilty until her attorney said not 
guilty before she could reply. A newspaper article said 
that Miranda was going to plead guilty for the killing 
of 42-year-old LaFerrara as well as her 20 plus other 
victims. “I feel it is time to get all of this out. I don’t care 
if people believe me. I just want to get it out,” Barbour 
said to the newspaper. 

Miranda Barbour 
later confessed about 
her recent killing that 
she had killed more 
than 20 people. She 
said, “When I hit 22, I 
stopped counting” to a 
Daily Item newspaper 
in her interview on 
Friday. Barbour is able 
to specifically remember 
everything about her 
killings, like it was a 
movie to her. She said she 
can pinpoint on a map 

everywhere where you can find the multiple bodies. 
Barbour said she has no regrets about killing all of the 
people and if she was released from jail she would do it 
all again. She said she does not want to leave the jail for 
that reason. The police had not been aware of Miranda 
Barbour but on Saturday, Sunbury police said they were 
looking into the killings and working with other states’ 
investigators to possible figure out some connections 
to many unsolved murders.  As of now, prosecutors are 
seeking the death penalty against Miranda and Elytte 
Barbour. 

Miranda Barbour photo provided by Huffington Post
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Four Year Anniversary of the 
Backpack Program
6 years ago, Marilyn Cotant and her husband Rick Cotant watched a Denver News story 
about a backpack program that helped low income families feed their children over the 
weekend, followed by a newspaper article about a similar program in Chicago. That was 
when they decided Goshen County could benefit from a backpack program and worked 
to get something in place here. In February 2010, the backpack program began at 
Torrington Middle School with 24 backpacks going home with needy children. In 2012 
the program had expanded to all schools within Goshen County.
The program got its start through a TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) 
Grant. Funding was also received through the Economic Development Corporation 
of Goshen County, which allowed backpacks to go home with students who qualified 
for the free and reduced lunch program at school. When this funding ran out some 
volunteers wrote a grant for $10,000 and then $15,000, along with gaining great support 
from the local churches. The First United Wyoming Presbyterian Church donated 
over $10,000, which allowed the program to purchase durable backpacks to send the 
food home in. Saint Andrews Episcopal Church received a grant for $12,000 and then 
matched it with $1,200 for a total of $13,200. All of this funding is greatly appreciated by 
the program, and is being put directly to work. It costs approximately $2000-$4000 each 
month for groceries for the backpacks. The food is purchased from the Wyoming Food 
Bank of the Rockies and then the program leans on Main Street and Kelly’s when orders 
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By Meagan Trimble
Post Staff Writer

By Shelby Burroughs
Post Staff Writer

EWC Students Kyle McDonald and Sergio Santos-Lagarreta were given the challenge 
this semester to take on a community service project of their choice.  McDonald 
and Santos-Lagarreta have chosen a very interesting yet impactful volunteer project 
this semester.  What exactly are McDonald and Santos-Lagarreta up to?  They have 
decided to pick up garbage alongside one of the highways that crisscrosses throughout 
Goshen County. When asked about what made them choose this unique project, they 
simply said that their love of the outdoors is what led them to this service, and that 
the hands-on work is more up their alley. “This project was relatively easy to organize. 
We just went to the DOT building and told them what we wanted to do. They gave us 
everything we would need and told us where to go.”
Although McDonald and Santos-Lagarreta understand that this project might 
not affect the citizens of Torrington as directly as other projects may, they have an 
encouraging viewpoint on the impact of their service. “…The impact of our project 
is minimal to the community, only because no one notices a trash free road, only 
trash covered ones. It makes more of a difference to people who are driving through 
Torrington; it may give people a sense that we take pride in our community and take 
care of our area.”  

EWC Students Give Back
Ellen Creager, professor of American and Wyoming Government at Eastern Wyoming 
College compels her students to challenge themselves by becoming directly involved 
in their own volunteer work.  Each semester, students in her POLS 1000 class are 
encouraged to step outside of their comfort zones and into the humble world of 
citizenship.  McDonald and Santos-Lagarreta, students of Mrs. Creager, thought up 
their service project during a class discussion about citizenship. “We got this idea from 
class. When Mrs. Creager started listing off projects we could do, I was excited that 
there was one that could be done outdoors”, says McDonald.  
When asked how this project has changed his view on citizenship, McDonald said, 
“This project and this class [POLS 1000] have changed my view of what being a citizen 
means.  I have found myself doing more for my neighbors and people I know, because 
if I don’t help, then I don’t think anyone will. It’s more important than most people 
would think.”  
The work of McDonald and Santos-Lagarreta is leaving a mark on Eastern Wyoming 
College, and sets the standard for what should be expected from future students.  “I 
would urge students to get out, organize, or take part in community service. We can 
change the way community looks, acts, and feels.  It’s more important than most people 
think,” says McDonald.  Service projects and volunteer work help develop important 
life skills, along with an appreciation for one’s own community.  
Kyle and Sergio have yet to do their project due to the poor weather conditions, but 
are looking for more students that would be willing to join them in their efforts to 
keep the highways clean.  If you are interested, please contact Kyle McDonald at 
mcdonaldk2466@ewcmail.wy.edu.  

run short. 
“The Backpack Program has a wonderful cooperative relationship with the college,” says 
Marilyn. Numerous student-led organizations such as Student Senate, Skills Lab and the 
Gay Straight Alliance Club have donated countless hours and a total of $1650.00.
Students no longer have to qualify for free and reduced lunches to receive a backpack. 
The backpacks are confidential, and go home with the students on Friday so that they 
have nutritious, nearly prepared food to eat over the weekend. The backpacks include a 
source of protein, fruit, vegetable, snacks and a breakfast item. During school breaks the 
backpacks are packed with extra items to get the student through the break until they 
can return to school. Students bring the backpacks to school on Monday, and Tuesday 
they get sorted and checked in. On Wednesday nights the food gets put in the backpacks 
and by Thursday they are distributed to the schools. Backpacks even go home for 
younger (pre-k) siblings and older (EWC) siblings. 
The backpack program is currently distributing 375 backpacks to Goshen County 
children. There are children in our county who would go hungry without school lunches 
and the backpack program.
Marilyn flashes a big smile and says, “This program has been so gratifying!”
Backpacks are packed at Torrington Middle School at 5:00 on Wednesdays. Please 
consider volunteering your time to this spectacular program.
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It’s not very often that you see someone willing to give one billion dollars for a 
perfect NCAA Basketball Bracket. Yes I said the “b” word…one billion dollars 
to the person lucky enough to get a perfect bracket. A week or so ago the fourth 
person among Forbes List top billionaires, with an estimated net worth of 53 
billion dollars made this offer. Now I know you’re probably thinking “why would 
such a wealthy guy like him, put money up for this?” Well, seeing that the odds 
of a person scoring a prefect bracket, is slim to none, this makes his offer more 
straightforward.
Now you may be thinking, “What are the chances of a person actually winning 
this?” Well let’s just say there is a better chance of you getting struck by lightning 
than choosing a perfect bracket.  In statistical studies of this bracket, there’s an 
approximate 1 to 4,294,967,296 chance that someone will put together a perfect 
bracket. Warren Buffett and Quicken Loans came up with the idea, and created 
all the rules and requirements. Together they figured out a way to reward twenty 

 $1 Billion Dollar Bracket
of the most accurate “imperfect brackets”, with 100,000 dollars each. They also said 
if no money was rewarded, they would refinance a home or even remodel a home. 
The only thing you have to do is enter the contest online and hope that it will change 
your life forever. If you would like to enter this contest, go to the Quickens Loans 
Facebook page and put in the required information. 
The deadline for this great opportunity starts March 3rd, 2014, and ends March 
19th, 2014.There’ll be limited to only “10 million” entries. Just when you thought 
everything was simple, it has a catch. Only one person from a household can enter, 
no more than one person can enter in the contest. Now that the information is out 
there, the question now is “What if someone does win the money?” Other questions 
like “Would their life be set?” To answer that you’ll have to have some knowledge 
about the world of big money. With all the taxes and the fact that it’s a billion dollars, 
the winner would really end up with a couple of million dollars.  Now that March is 
here, let the Madness begin! 

By Jonathan Doss
Post Staff Writer

Last season the Shocker’s ruined everyone’s brackets by making it to the NCAA 
Final Four, taking down numerous high major Division 1 programs along the 
way.  Wichita State is a mid-major program, so for them to make it that far in the 
NCAA March Madness is almost not possible. In the final four they suffered a loss 
to Louisville who later went on to win it all.  Not buy a year later it seems as if the up 
and coming Wichita program has gotten even stronger in their play. This season the 
Shockers set a record in the NCAA men’s basketball record books, they are the first 
team to ever go 30-0 in the regular season.  The last time a team remained undefeated 
for that amount of time was Illinois back in the 2004-2005 season, when the Fighting 
Illini went 29-0 that season.  There are enormous debates about the success of the 
Shocker’s this season; many say that because of their status as a mid-major program 
doesn’t match them up with the type of competition that major Division 1teams see, 
thus leading them to this undefeated season.  However, you can’t take anything away 
from this team; the level of difficulty that lies in going a whole season unbeaten is 
unreal.  At the Division 1 level, every team is capable of being beaten on any night, 
no matter what major, which leads to the excitement of college basketball.  The 
Shockers have also proven that they are capable of beating high-major teams in last 
year’s NCAA Tournament.  However, if they were to go up against these high major 
programs every night for 30 games, would they still be unbeaten?  No one will ever 
know, but what we do know is what is happening now, which is history.  I strongly 
advise that we just enjoy this history being made because this might not happen 
again for a long time. 

Wichita State Shockers Can’t Be Beat!
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By Meagan Trimble & Cooper Cercy
Post Contributors

Adopt A Pet …
Find the Newest Member of Your Family

Hi, my name is Bruce and I am 3 
years old. My best friends are dogs 
and I love treats. I am a medium, 
domestic short haired gray and white 
mix, neutered, and I would love a 
good home. 

Waggin’ Tails Animal Shelter still need a great family to take these pets home!
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Bruce Duhamel Piglet

SlitherinSammy Jo DupreCooney

Hi, my name is Duhamel and I just 
turned 1! I am a neutered, large 
domestic long haired, gray and white 
feline. I shed a lot but I am very 
playful and treat motivated. I play 
well with others.

Oh, hey! My name is Piglet and some 
people might classify me as a cutie. 
I am 3 years old and don’t show 
it. I am medium domestic short 
haired with a beautiful tortoiseshell 
coloring. I have Manx heritage, that’s 
where my stubby tail originates. I 
pride myself with my good taste; 
well water is my champagne (no city 
water). 

Hey, y’all! I’m Sammy Jo and I am 
a spayed, independent young lady. 
I am 2 years old and have made 
many cat friends. I am large black 
and white mix, domestic long haired 
cat. I love perching on furniture, 
mingling, and making new friends. 

Hello! My name is Cooney and I am 
2 years old. I am really lovable and 
I get along with everybody. I am a 
gray and white domestic shorthair, 
neutered, and I do well with other 
cats. 

Hello, I am Slitherin and I am 1 year 
old! I am a medium domestic short 
haired, orange and white, neutered 
cat. I’m very active and love to play; 
however, cuddling is not my cup 
of tea. I love treats, cats, and other 
people. 

Hi there! My name is Dupre and I 
am 1 year old! I am a large domestic 
short haired, black and white, 
neutered feline. I am fearless and 
enjoy heights, where I observe 
people and my friends. I like other 
cats and playtime. 

If you would like to adopt any of us, please contact Kate Norton, (307) 532-8333, in the EWC Vet Tech building, or Terri at Waggin’ Tails, (307) 532-5373.



Everyone has their own way of solidifying who their partner is. It used to be solidified by 
wearing their letterman’s jacket, wearing their class ring, wearing their sports jersey, and 
wearing each other’s clothes. Well, needless to say, things have surely changed over the 
years. We now live in a very technological world so what better way to show someone you 
are committed to them and trust them by sharing all your passwords to social medias and 
email? Now, this sounds absolutely crazy right? Why would anyone want to share that 
kind of thing with someone? This doesn’t seem like any form of trust, but more like trust 
destruction. 
In today’s society it’s hard enough to have any sort of privacy, and the only privacy we 
have left is our email and social media account passwords.  The fact that people are 
willing to give others access to the rest of their privacy is mindboggling. This form of trust 
gambling can either end with betrayal, endless curiosity, or maybe it might work in your 
favor. 
A recent statistic stated that 1 in 3 teens shared passwords with their boyfriend or 
girlfriends. Now the last thing teen couples need to be doing is sharing each other’s 
passwords, I mean we have all been there and we know how dramatic and impulsive were 
are as teenagers. How is this even a form of showing trust “like here I trust you so much, 
I hope you never find anything on any of my social media accounts?” it just does not 
make sense. We all need our own form of privacy point blank. The more you go digging 
the higher of chance you’re going to find something you don’t like. Leave the past in the 
past and if it’s recent, well then you should probably leave them for being untrustworthy 
anyways. 
For me, I like people to show me they trust me, I wouldn’t like it if they gave me all their 
passwords. That’s their own business and they can deal with it. I mean it’s hard enough 
to manage my own social media accounts, why would I want check up on some else’s? 
I’ve spoken to married couples who don’t even know each others passwords, so why 
are people who haven’t even made that commitment yet sharing those types of things? 
Maybe some people should revert their habits back to the later days of wearing each 
other’s letterman’s jackets, class rings, jersey’s, and clothes. These would definitely lower 
the chances of sabotage and social media embarrassment.     
 I give props to the couples who are able to have a healthy functioning relationship 
while knowing each other’s passwords and other social media business. I am curious to 
know how this benefits a relationship though, or why you must know their passwords. 
Maybe that will be the next survey we spam all your EWC email accounts with. 

Password to 
Your Heart
By Devin Williams 
Post Staff Writers

Who wants to hear cliché quotes over and over? They are inspiring after the first few 
times but eventually they just become a group of words jumbled up in your head. 
“When one door closes, another opens; but we often look so long and so regretfully 
upon the closed door that we do not see the one which has opened for us.” Heard 
that before? Some of it at least, I’m sure? The quote was Alexander Graham Bell’s. 
Who was he? Who voted he’d be the one our teachers and parents would recite to 
us repetitively thinking it would change human nature? What if we are go-getters? 
What if when that door shuts we are sure we can reopen it. What about the famous 
Winston Churchill quote “Never, never, never give up”. All of these mixed signals…
how do we know which path to take? Truth is “we” say whatever sounds good 
enough.  Everyone will make it, but do what satisfies you, do what excites your heart. 
Yes you need that extra push and sometimes it may come from the “cliché quotes” or 
parents or even a religious source!  There is no problem with this; in the end do what 
satisfies you. The only way to measure satisfaction is in your heart. 

Cut the Cliché 
By Kehera Wilson
Post Staff Writers
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White pickups
Endless fields

Summer
Drifting dust

Wheels turning

Backwards
Baseball cap
Jeans
T-shirt

Turn up
Those oldies

Riding along
truck bed sittin’ 

Pedal to the Metal 

Rearview mirror
Snapshot

Smiling
Little girl

Pink bicycle
White tassels

Leave the training wheels

Little tike
Hoosier

Stubborn
Relentless

Let her
Dream
Believe
Fight

The truth
Behind those
Blue eyes

Determination
Within her hands

Wisdom
From miles
Beneath her feet

You’re scared
To let go

Time is flying by
Memories flood your mind

A picture book
Birth certificate

Her last name

Mirror image 

Like the fields
Growing

Flower
Emerging

Blossom

Don’t be afraid
For she
Possesses a spirit

Wild hearts
Never tamed

P layback
By Kylie Christopherson
Post Staff Writers



I could feel my stress level rising as my advisor encouraged me to add yet another 
online class to my schedule.  This would make four.  I gave her a face that should’ve 
told her she was killing me, but she didn’t seem to notice it at all.  So, my sophomore 
semester began with four online classes.  
The problem is that face-to-face classes are getting harder and harder to come by.  
Either an instructor can’t be found to teach the class, or there just aren’t enough 
students interested in taking it.  
Whatever the reason, online classes are 
piling up.  Actually getting to sit in a 
classroom with other students and listen 
to the professor lecture for two to three 
hours is becoming a luxury that not 
many students get to enjoy.
What is so great about online classes?  
Well, they do have their advantages 
(like skipping the three-hour lecture), 
but they also have their negative aspects 
as well.  Hang out on campus long 
enough and you are sure to hear a few 
conversations about online courses. 
Chances are good that it will be among 
students who are complaining about 
how difficult they are.
Just this morning I walked into the 
office and overheard a conversation 
between my advisor and a woman I do not know.  They were discussing someone’s 
classes, and my advisor mentioned that they would be offering biology online over 
the summer.  The lady was quick to shoot that idea down, preferring to be in the 
classroom where there were other people to interact with.
I’ve heard quite a few similar conversations, and had several of them myself with 
my classmates.  The truth is, now that I’m a sophomore, I have become pretty 
experienced at taking online classes.  I can honestly say that with a familiar 
instructor, I can navigate the class fairly easily, and I might even know what to 
expect.  
Heck, I can even help other students figure out what they are doing on some of their 
classes.  I also have to admit, I sometimes enjoy being able to just check in with the 
class several times a week.  It frees up my schedule a little bit and gives me a little 
extra time to hang out with my kids.
But it does not allow me to pick my teacher’s brain, get inside and see how they 
think.  Ask anyone to tell you about their favorite teacher and you will get to hear 
some pretty awesome stories.  With online classes, these amazing people who have 
chosen teaching as their professions are hiding behind the scenes.    
Imagine in the future, asking your grandchildren to tell you about their favorite 
teacher they ever had.  I bet most of them won’t even be able to think of a name that 
stands out.  
‘Well, there was that one class that I took online, but I can’t remember who taught it.  
It was kinda fun though.’
‘Really?  What was it about?’
‘Ummm…..’    
Yep.  That sounds pretty amazing.
After thinking long and hard about this, I decided to get a professional opinion on 
this issue.  So I hunted down Sue McBride, my college advisor.
Luckily, Sue has recently become certified in Online Instructional Technology and 
has spent the last three to four years as an online student herself.  I was able to get 
from this one woman three different perspectives: that of the distance educator, the 
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student, and in a way, as a peer.  
Our conversation went back and forth from the perspective of the student, to what 
instructors do, have done, and are learning about online education.  One thing we 
agreed on was that online classes can be good, depending on the instructor, and 
sometimes on the material.  If the teacher is good at communicating, and making the 
class work together as a community, the class will be that much more successful.

There are several ways that they can do this.  They 
may have the students communicate with each other 
via a message board, where they discuss the weekly 
topic, and offer feedback to each other.  They can 
have the class work in groups on certain activities, 
or set up more than one message board and have 
small groups at each one for a short period of time 
before they switch.   Another way to build a sense of 
community is by using video conferencing or Skype.  
Sue also pointed out that one of her instructors made 
message boarding more successful by offering extra 
points for inclusion and timeliness.  
Sue mentioned that as a first time online instructor, 
one of the most frustrating things for her was that 
she no longer had her students in front of her.  She 
couldn’t rely on their facial expressions to tell her 
if they were “getting it” or if they were completely 
lost.  Without that kind of automatic experience, 
she found that there was a delay in communication, 

and she had to try to fix things after the fact, instead of just changing tact when she 
realized someone wasn’t following her.
So we now know that distance education can be just as frustrating for the instructors 
as it is for the students.  The circle turns, and it goes both ways.  So,  here’s some 
advice for all of you online learning students.
• Read the syllabus all the way through.  This will be your introduction to 
the expectations that are set for your class.  Some instructors will quiz you on the 
syllabus to make sure you read it.  Highlight anything you think will be important for 
you to remember.
• Make a set schedule for yourself.  Take an hour or so out of each week and 
make that your time to work on your online class.
• Check in with your class, your email, and your journal daily to make sure you 
aren’t missing any important messages or deadlines.
• Do not be afraid to ask questions.  Email, call, use the journal tool, make 
appointments, whatever you can to get through to your professor and let him or her 
know that you need help.
• If you cannot reach your instructor, ask other teachers or staff.  You will find 
that everyone wants you to succeed and will help in any way that they can.
• Never give up!  Even if you fall behind, make sure to stay in communication 
with your instructor and your advisor.  Most of the time, they will be willing to work 
with you.
• Remember that this is your education, you pay for it, and the quality you 
receive has a lot to do with you.
Now you have an idea of the ups and downs of online distance education courses. 
So you can be like me and freak out at the very mention of scheduling a class online, 
or you can take a deep breath, and remember that it is possible to get through these 
classes, as long as you make yourself a part of that community.
Distance education is not going to go away, so we need to be prepared to be the best 
students we can, and show our future employers that it is just as possible to get a 
good education online as it is hands on and face to face.
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The construction of a new campus facility for the 
Eastern Wyoming College Douglas Campus is 
progressing nicely.  As of April 17th, the following items 
have either been completed or are in process:
• All underground utilities have been installed for 
the exterior site and the interior of the building.  This 
includes conduit paths for electrical and data.  All water 
lines have been stubbed into the building.  These have 
all been tested and approved by the City of Douglas.  
The fire line and all hydrants are installed, tested and 
certified.
• All exterior footings and stem walls are poured, 
insulated, backfilled and compacted.
• All interior footings are poured, backfilled and 
compacted.
• The concrete block walls for the Workforce Lab are up 
to 12 feet and should soon be completed to 16 feet.

GraduatesDouglas Campus

Robin Hil bird
Major:  Early Childhood Education Certificate
Plans/goals for the future:  I plan to eventually open a 
high quality preschool with extended hours.
Advice to incoming freshmen:  Give it your best.  Make 
school a priority.

Chris Harris
Major: A.A. Interdisciplinary Studies:
Plans/goals for the future: I will be working a full-
time job to raise money for a two year mission trip for 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.
Advice to incoming freshmen: Take a college studies 
course! It may sound ridiculous to take a class on 
“how to study” (trust me, I did), but I learned how to 
manage myself because of that class and it has made 
all of my other classes so much easier. 

Starla Brownlow
Major: Interdisciplinary Studies
Plans/goals for the future:  I plan to continue my 
work with the coalition and eventually receive my 
bachelor’s degree.
Advice for incoming freshmen:  If you have 
questions, ASK!  The staff is always willing to help.  
Never give up!!

Randi P lumb
Major: Criminal Justice
Plans/Goals for the Future: Randi is currently 
works as the Director of the Converse County 
Coalition Against Violence, and plans to continue 
working there while pursuing her a bachelor’s 
degree. She is still deciding between criminal 
justice and social work. 
Advice for Incoming Freshmen: Work hard and 
give it your all because in the end all the hard work 
is worth it!

Laci Scheehle
Major: A.S. in Science 
Plans/Goals for the Future: Laci plans to attend 
nursing school after taking a brief hiatus. In the 
meantime, she plans to continue running a small 
daycare in her home and enjoy spending time with 
her two-year-old son.
Advice for Incoming Freshmen: Work hard and 
always ask questions.

Amy Stokes
Major: Criminal Justice
Plans/goals for the future:  I plan to continue my 
schooling and eventually become a cop.
Advice for incoming freshmen:  Pace yourself!

Tays Dyer
Major: A.S. in Interdisciplinary  Studies
Plans/goals for the future: Tays plans to attend Uni-
versity of Wyoming to earn a bachelors in petroleum 
engineering.
Advice to incoming freshmen: Just take the time to do 
your homework; procrastination is a horrible thing.

Lauri Walmasey
Major: Business Office Technology Certificate
Plans/goals for the future: My plans for the future are 
to find a job so that I can get more work experience 
and then maybe later on I will return to college and 
finish the classes that I need for the associates degree 
in business.
Advice for upcoming freshmen: My advice would be 
to just believe in yourself and no matter how hard it 
may seem that you can achieve whatever you set your 
mind to.
“The best part of being at EWC has been the support 
that I have gotten from everyone there. If I hadn’t 
been cheered on by the staff at the college, I probably 
would not have continued. At times I got so frustrated 
that I almost quit but they kept me going.” Lauri 
Wamsley.

Anna Sulzbach
Major: A.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies

EWC campus construction right on track
• The building slab for the administrative portion of the 
facility will be poured the week of April 21st.
• The main electrical transformer will be set this 
week and the main electrical feed line is trenched and 
awaiting approval for final connection.
•  Structural steel will arrive on site this week with 
erection to begin in early May.
 
“We are pleased with the progress and are enjoying 
watching the building come together,” shared EWC 
President Dr. Tom Armstrong.  “I further appreciate 
all of the continuing support from the community as 
we complete the structure and fully furnish the new 
campus.”
 The new EWC campus is expected to be completed and 
ready for students in the Spring of 2015.
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Brandon “Snuggs” Rideout has left his mark on Eastern Wyoming College, along with the Region 
IX golf community.  After he leaves Eastern Wyoming College this spring, he plans to attend the 
University of Wyoming to finish his degree in secondary education with a focus in mathematics.  
When reflecting on his experiences at EWC, his favorite memory is winning the Region IX golf 
championship, and he advises all incoming freshman to study hard, but remember to have fun.  
If Brandon were given the opportunity to golf in the Masters, he would have his coach, Casey Jones, 
be his caddy…what an honor for Coach Jones!  In order to have a successful round of golf, Brandon 
has to eat biscuits and gravy, especially if he were given the opportunity to golf at his dream course, 
Augusta National in Augusta, Georgia.  Although Brandon knows his way around a golf course with 
all his clubs, he decided that he would name is driver “Black Mamba” as it’s black, and attacks like a 
mamba.  
As Brandon’s career as a Lancer comes to a close, he gives advice to his teammates and brothers, 
hoping that they continue to study hard, practice a lot, and have as much fun as possible.  

Garrett “G” Mortimer has lead the Eastern Wyoming College golf team to not only tournament and 
individual championships, but to EWC’s first Region IX Golf Championship.  Following his depar-
ture from Eastern Wyoming College, Garrett plans to play golf elsewhere, where the sun shines and 
the weather cooperates.  Looking back on all of his EWC experiences, Garrett will forever remember 
winning the Region IX Golf championship, as well as being apart of this team for two years; a team 
that has been one of the best experiences of his life, to which he is thankful to Cayl Carpenter for 
giving him the opportunity.  His advice for incoming freshman is to have as much fun as you can 
and enjoy yourself, because your two years at EWC go by quick. Along with having fun, Garrett 
wants to remind future Lancers to treat others the way you would want to be treated. 
If he were able to golf on any golf course in the world, he would choose Augusta National, the course 
famous for hosting the Masters.  Along with his driver, which he would name “Popeye”, Garrett 
would have Nathan Drell or Cayl Carpenter be his caddy if he were given the opportunities to golf 
in the Masters, as both Nathan and Cayl are great friends and golfers than know how to keep him 
mentally focused. 
In order to play a successful round of golf, Garrett prefers to eat a breakfast sausage McMuffin and 
hash brown, compliments of the closest McDonalds®. 
When asked what advice he would give to his fellow golfers returning for next season, he wishes 
them all good luck in the region, with even better luck at beating Trinidad for a second time.  “I 
know that they will continue to represent EWC with pride and help the incoming golfers focus and 
play on the brand new courses, which can be quite hard.”  In terms of fun, Garrett just reminds them 
to have as much fun as you can, smile, and keep your heads down. “Lets go!”

Brandon Rideout “Snuggs” – Wamsutter, WY
Region IX Individual Champion
Region IX Team Champion

Garrett Mortimer “G” – Casper, WY
Region IX Team Champion

By Shelby Burroughs
Post Staff Writer

What are you going to do / is your next adventure going 
be after you graduate?
I am going to continue my education at St. Petersburg 
College for my Bachelor’s in Veterinary Technology. 
I am also going to be working full time as a tech in 
Nebraska. 

 What is your favorite class and why?
My favorite class is Pharmacology. Knowing the class 
of drugs, the way they work and any special properties 
is important for any vet tech.

What is your least favorite class and why?
My least favorite class was office procedures. Because 
busy work isn’t  my favorite thing to do so learning 
about it felt tedious. 

What is your favorite thing about the program/school?
My favorite aspect of the program is all of the hands 
on experience. Building confidence is key and these 
programs along with the instructors have a great way 
of doing that.

What is some advice you would give to new and current 
students?
Don’t sell yourself short. The program is hard and very 
demanding, but it is possible to pass! Study and put 
your heart into the program, you’ll be fine!

A Season To Remember

Pierce Future Plans
Interview with Autumn Pierce
By Meagan Trimble
Post Staff Writer

Graduating Vet Tech Students



Leland grew up in Linton, North Dakota and later attended North Dakota State College of Science in 
Wahpeton. Vetter studied welding and then went to work in the Balkan Oil Field. Returning back to school 
Leland studied tool and die making and machine maintenance. 

“I’m a welder first. This place turned me into a welding teacher.”

Vetter has been the Director of Welding and Machine Tool Technology for 34 years at Eastern Wyoming 
College. I asked why did you first choose to become a welding instructor? In reply he stated; “I didn’t. They 
called me. I never applied for a job in my life. The dean of instruction called. I started the whole program 
from scratch. Not even the building was here.” Leland built the mechanical arts program from the ground 
up and touched the lives of numerous faculty and students. Vetter could not pinpoint a single memory 
that was his favorite while completing his tenure at Eastern Wyoming College. Instead, he told me about a 
recollection that stood out the most. 
Over the years, Leland has experienced the loss of students. A specific undergraduate was somewhat of 
a social outcast. The student had aged between 55 or 60. The student was fading and asked for his son to 
go get Leland. Vetter questioned; “Why would he have asked for me?” He keeps a folder of report cards, 
parking tickets, newspaper clippings, wedding invitations, etc. as a scrap book for parents in the event their 
student passes before they do. These tragedies expose the fragility of life and keep him humble. 
Leland acknowledges his retirement is taking place earlier than he had planned. His roots lie deep within 
family and tradition. After entering retirement, Vetter will return home to Linton, North Dakota in order 
to care of his aging parents. He hopes his children will follow his example and be by his side during his later 
years. Leland will also continue to parent his ten children varying in ages and support them in their future 
endeavors. 
Vetter gave a piece of advice to future students and graduates: “Make your yes mean yes. Make your no 
mean no. When you say you’re going to do something do it.” In other words, show up ahead of time and 
always strive for your best. Leland explained that both teachers and students find each other’s weak spots 
and instead of focusing on the weak spots we must focus on our strengths. Leland is looking forward to 
graduation: “The highlight of every year is graduation. It is as important to every teacher as it is to the 
students. My students made me famous. I didn’t really do anything.” Leland Vetter is closing the chapter of 
34 years at Eastern Wyoming College; however, his legacy will continue to live on. Students, faculty, friends, 
and the community will remember not only the instructor Leland Vetter was but the man.   

“If I was successful here, it was because I did my job, and that was what I said I was going to do.”  

 Leland Vetter is and always will be dedicated to his family and students. Leland is the living symbol of hard 
work, dedication, and tradition. 

By Kylie Christopherson
Post Staff Writer

Vetter From the 
Ground Up

Congratulations 
to All RetiRees

Verl Petsch - 43 Years

Leland Vetter - 34 years

Carmie Howe - 26 years

Eme Escamilla - 25 years

Marlise Brower - 15 years

Deb DoRen - 12 years


