
Career and Technical 
Education Center to 

Open Fall 2017
by Helena Khouri

	 The	new	Career	and	Technical	Education	Center	
(CTEC)	at	Eastern	Wyoming	College	is	an	undergoing	proj-
ect	that	began	roughly	14	months	ago.	Students	have	watched	
it	develop	before	their	eyes,	and	with	high	anticipation	they	
admire	the	new	addition	as	it	becomes	a	reality.	
	 The	final	structural	procedures	are	underway,	such	as	
dry-wall	and	paint,	and	the	classroom	equipment	has	been	
scheduled	to	be	placed	inside	the	building	by	the	end	of	the	
Spring	semester,	following	graduation.
	 The	building	itself	is	sixty-nine	thousand	square	feet,	
and	will	be	home	to	four	different	programs,	including	Weld-
ing	and	Machine	Tooling,	Health	Sciences,	Community	Edu-
cation,	and	Cosmetology.

	Cont. on page 2
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Lancer       quarterLy

by Lancer Quarterly Faculty Advisor and Students
 The Lancer Quarterly,	a	new	publication	presented	by	the	journalism	students	at	Eastern	
Wyoming	College,	signals	a	philosophical	departure	from	the	The Lance,	EWC’s	newspaper
	that	flourished	during	the	1980s	and	continued	into	the	2000s.	While	traditional	beat	
newswriting	and	reporting	offered	students	great	opportunities	to	learn	the	craft	of	writing
	under	a	strict	deadline,	to	verify	testimony	while	on	a	clock,	and	to	create	connections
	for	future	leads	within	the	community,	student	readers’	need	to	get	their	news	from	college
	newspapers	has	declined.	Frequent	Facebook	updates,	college	website	posts,	and	Twitter	
feeds	keep	students	apprised	of	current	events	faster	than	could	a	student	newspaper.
	 Nonetheless,	the	need	for	journalism	remains.	Depth,	rather	than	immediacy,	
presents	a	horizon	of	unique	challenges	and	opportunities	for	budding	writers.	Hashtag
	moments	expressed	in	140	characters	often	neglect	nuances	of	experience.	The Lancer
 Quarterly aims	to	articulate	hidden	complexity,	not	only	by	producing	human-interest	
stories,	features,	and	review,	but	also	by	encouraging	students,	faculty,	and	staff	to	submit	
poetry,	short	stories,	and	artwork	that	display	the	texture	of	the	human	condition.
	 Thus,	the	students	offer	this	alternative,	a	montage	assembled	without	traditional	
journalistic	taxonomic	structures	that	announce	a	sports	section	or	business	section,	for	
instance.	Instead,	in	this	work,	each	depiction	occupies	an	associated	relationship	with	
every	other	narrative.	As	in	life,	neat	lines	do	not	always	exist	to	separate	sports	and	crime,	
crime	and	business,	business	and	entertainment.	To	this	end,	readers	should	approach	The
 Lancer Quarterly as	a	bricolage,	an	assemblage,	which	can	free	readers	to	seek	the	mosaic
	of	the	EWC	experience	rather	than	honing	in	on	a	single	facet	of	interest.
	 For	future	editions,	we	welcome	contributions	from	across	the	campus	
and	invite	submissions	from	faculty,	staff,	administrators,	and	of	course	students.
	For	you	timid	souls,	we	would	delight	in	helping	you	refine	your	work	to
	help	others	hear	your	voice.	
	 The	staff	hopes	you	enjoy	this	new	experience.	

Lancer Quarterly:
A	New	Approach

April-May	2017																																																						 								Volume	1	Issue	1

EWC Golfers Qualify for 
National Championship

by Jaysie Thomas

Photo	by	Helena	Khouri:	
Sophomore	 Adrian	 Torres-Ruiz	 tees-off	

at	EWC	Invitational.

	 EWC	golfers	qualified	for	NJ-
CAA	national	tournament	in	Garden	
City,	KS,	after	winning	Region	IX	for	the	
second	consecutive	year.
	 The	golf	team	will	depart	May	13	
for	the	Buffalo	Dunes	golf	course	in	Gar-
den	City	to	compete	May	16-19	for	a	shot	

at	the	national	champion-
ship.	
	 During	the	se-
mester,	EWC’s	golf	team	
competed	in	twelve	tour-
naments,	winning	ten	and	
finishing	second	in	two	
meets.	The	team	consists	
of	Eric	Lovell,	sopho-
more,	Greeley,	CO,	Jared	
Pilkington,	freshman,	
Scottsbluff,	NE,	Den-
ton	Shaw,	sophomore,	
Lusk,	WY,	Arvy	Shon-
gwe,	freshman,	Ezul-
wini,	Swaziland,	Adrian	
Torres-Ruiz,	sophomore,	
Madrid,	Spain,	and	Harry	
Walch,	freshman,	Staines,	
England.		
	 Walch	led	a	domi-
nant	squad	made	up	of	an	
equal	number	of	freshman	
and	sophomore	competi-
tors.	

Cont. on page 5
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Literary Musings

Sage’s Corner
Advice for the Day:

“Shake it off.”
-Taylor Swift

CTEC Building cont. from page 1
	 Following	suit	with	the	Cosme-
tology	program,	a	Barber	School	will	be	
the	final	addition	being	included	with	the	
building,	in	order	to	enlarge	the	capacity	
for	programs	at	EWC.	
	 The	construction	of	the	new	
structures	at	EWC	costs	approximately	
24	million	dollars,	mainly	funded	by	the	
State	of	Wyoming.	However,	Goshen	
County	voters	contributed	4	million	dol-
lars	to	the	project.	
	 The	CTEC	is	a	positive	and	
much	needed	requirement	for	EWC	stu-
dents,	and	future	scholars.	
	

The	new	building	is	expected	to	con-
tribute	to	EWC	programs	as	it	will	
expand	the	offerings	to	currently	en-
rolled	students	and	potentially	increase	
opportunities	for	future	generations	at	
the	college.	
	 It	also	opens	up	possibilities	for	
new	student	spaces	on	campus.	Mem-
bers	of	the	Student	Senate	are	securing	
signatures	from	students	and	supporters	
to	appeal	to	the	Board	of	Trustees	to	
convert	the		empty	cosmetology	build-
ing	into	an	open	environment	for	the	
students	to	take	a	break	between	class-
es,	a	place	similar	to	the	Student	Center,	
with	later	closing	hours	and	more	to	do.
	

Photo	courtesy	of	Kim	Jones	-	EWC	College	Relations:	Workers	set	beams	for	CTEC	building.

	 In	Shakespeare’s	play	The Merchant of Venice,	
the	character	Shylock	at	first	glance	comes	across	as	being	
the	play’s	villain.	As	the	play	progresses	a	reader	will	find	
that	this	statement	about	Shylock	may	not	necessarily	be	
true.	In	fact	it	is	possible	that	Shylock	is	not	the	villain	of	
the	play	at	all	but	rather	it	is	another	character.	Certainly,	
Shylock	is	the	play’s	antagonist,	and	he	is	menacing	enough
	to	seriously	imperil	the	happiness	of	Venice’s	businessmen
	and	young	lovers	alike.	
	 Shylock	clearly	is	holding	a	grudge,	which	has	for
a	long	time	been	fuelled	against	Christians.	In	the	play	
Shylock	mentions,	“If	a	Jew	wrong	a	Christian,	and	what	
is	his	humility?	Revenge.	If	a	Christian	wrong	a	Jew,	what	
should	his	sufferance	be	by	Christian	example?	Why,	revenge.”	
(Shakespeare	324).	The	use	of	Shylock’s	character	is	presented	in	
a	way	that	creates	mixed	emotions	from	the	audience.	His	grudge	
for	Christians	and	against	the	character	Antonio	continues	to	
build	throughout	the	play.		
	 Nearing	the	end	of	this	play	the	character	Shylock	appears	
to	be	honest	and	lawful	citizen.	Shylock	says	the	following,	“I	
stand	for	judgment”	(Shakespeare	331)	he	also	said	“I	crave	the	
law.”	(Shakespeare	332)		Shylock	is	a	bitter	man,	during	this	
time	period	Jews	were	treated	as	second	class	citizens.	Though,	
we	have	seen	the	evil	he	has	attempted	or	has	done,	still	Shake-
speare	creates	a	character	that	an	audience	can	sympathize.	
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Shakespeare’s Ambiguous Villain 
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Armchair Copy Editor Contest
	
	 The Lancer Quarterly,	a	student	publication,	does	not	have	the	

money	to	buy	premade	puzzles	for	our	readers’	pleasures;	instead,	as	

students,	our	natural	tendency	to	make	mistakes	creates	our	unique	

game	and	gives	you	a	chance	to	win	a	prize	each	quarter.

The Game
	 As	avid	readers	of	periodicals	ourselves,	we	delight	in	identi-

fying	the	typographical	and	grammatical	errors	that	writers,	copyedi-

tors,	desk	editors,	and	proofreaders	leave	lingering	on	the	page.		To	

our	comrades	in	noting	imperfection,	we	offer	you	the	opportunity	to	

profit	from	your	editorial	skills.	Faculty,	staff,	administrators,	students,	

and	members	of	the	community	who	enjoy	spotting	grammatical	and	

mechanical	mistakes	can	now	put	their	eagle	eyes	to	work	to	win	a	

prize	by	finding	what	we	missed.		

The Process
	 Read	a	copy	of	The Lancer Quarterly.	Find	the	errors.	Then,	

type	up	those	errors	in	a	Word	document	or	Google	document.	You	

need	to:	

1)	note	the	article	title;	

2)	correctly	identify	the	type	of	error;	i.e.	comma	splice,	split	infini-

tive,	dangling	participle,	fused	sentence,	misplaced	comma,	mis-

spelled	word,	etc.;

3)	point	out	where	the	error	occurred	by	identifying	the	title	of	the	

article	as	well	as	the	page	number	on	which	and	paragraph	number	in	

which	the	error	appears.	Then,	attach	the	Word	or	Google	document	

to	an	email	and	send	that	to	LancerQuarterly@gmail.com.	Please	put	

“Armchair	Copy	Editor	Contest	Entry”	in	the	subject	line.

Here	is	a	sample	of	what	a	single	entry	might	look	like:

In	the	article	“Baccaularete	Speaker,”	“Baccalaureate”	was	misspelled	

on	page	one	in	the	headline.	

The Rules
	 To	win	you	must	follow	the	proper	submission

	format	and	correctly	identify	more	errors	in	grammar,

	mechanics,	or	spelling	than	any	other	contestant.	

Significantly,	if	the	armchair	copy	editor	contestant	

misidentifies	an	error	–	believes	something	is	incorrect

that	is	not	–	the	contestant’s	entire	entry	will	be	voided,	so	

be	sure	you	are	correct	when	you	submit	your	work.	

In	the	event	two	contestants	correctly	identify	the	same	

number	of	errors,	the	editorial	board	of	The Lancer Quar-

terly will	draw	one	of	the	names	from	a	hat	to	break	the	tie.	

For	the	event	to	count	there	has	to	be	at	least	one	error	in	

The Lancer Quarterly.	(We	do	not	anticipate	a	quarter	the	

contest	will	not	happen.)			

	 Each	person	may	only	submit	one	entry	and	no	

entries	with	more	than	one	name	are	permitted.	Submissions	

are	due	May	19,	and	winners	will	be	notified	via	email	by	

June	19.	Winners	agree	to	have	their	names	published	in	

upcoming	editions	of	The Lancer Quarterly.	

	 Further,	we	appreciate	comments	that	suggest	im-

provements	in	style	(changing	passive	to	active	construction,	

for	instance)	and	any	concerns	you	have	with	the	accuracy	

of	quotations	or	other	data,	but	those	observations	will	not	

count	toward	the	prize.	Instead,	we	rely	upon	your	good	will	

to	send	those	issues	along	to	us	so	that	we	can	correct	those	

practices	in	the	future	or	print	a	retraction	in	the	event	of	a	

discrepancy	with	information.	

The Prize
	 In	addition	to	the	self-satisfaction	of	helping	students	

to	see	their	errors	and	to	correct	them	in	the	future,	along	

with	bragging	rights	about	your	superior	editorial	skills,	

should	you	correctly	identify	the	greatest	number	of	mis-

takes	in	our	publication,	you	will	win	a	$50.00	gift	card	to	

use	exclusively	at	the	EWC	bookstore	or	through	the	EWC	

bookstore	online.		

Photos	by:	Jaysie	Thomas
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	 “Hopped	off	the	plane	in	L.A.X	with	a	dream	and	my	cardigan”	and	
like	Miley	Cyrus	I	knew	palm	trees	and	possibility	lingered	just	beyond	the	
sliding	glass	doors	of	the	airport.	The	Los	Angeles	of	my	mind	bubbled	with	
celebrities,	exotic	cars,	a	barrage	of	people	from	various	nationalities	and	cul-
tures	merging	in	the	streets	–	a	river	of	diversity.	
	 In	many	ways,	 although	 I	 knew	 the	City	 of	Angeles	was	 decidedly	
America,	I	hoped	it	would	have	traces	of	character	that	would	remind	me	of	
my	home	in	Rio	de	Janeiro.	
	 Torrington,	Wyoming,	on	a	Friday	night,	echoes	the	sound	of	the	blow-
ing	 wind	 carrying	 tumbleweeds	 up	 and	 down	 peaceful	 and	 empty	 streets.	
Ranchers	and	business	owners	start	their	daily	lives	before	sunrise.
	 Sunset	Boulevard,	by	contrast,	roars	through	the	heart	of	Los	Angeles.	
Even	at	midnight,	avenues	bustled	with	tourists	and	young	adults	poured	from	
nightclubs,	stumbling	and	shouting.	The	women	wore	sequined	dresses	and	
high	heels;	some	of	the	men	did	as	well.	Money	oozed	from	their	pores,	and	I	
did	not	doubt	their	closets	took	up	more	space	than	the	auditorium	at	Eastern	
Wyoming	College.	

	 Robert	and	Sherry	Thomas	sat	in	the	back	corner	along	
the	right	wall.	Robert,	who	just	finished	his	shift	as	a	welder	at	
DRM,	picked	up	his	wife	and	headed	to	Lula	Belle’s	because	he	
knew	the	food	would	be	good	and	the	conversation	plentiful,	a	
welcome	relief	from	the	pressure	of	the	day.		They	decided	to	go	
out	to	eat	and	without	much	thought,	they	chose	Lula	Belle’s,	a	
small	diner	near	downtown	Gillette,	Wyoming.	Robert	liked	the	
food,	but	mostly	he	knew	he	could	catch	up	with	friends	while	
eating	a	hearty	meal.	
	 Shortly	after	Robert	and	Sherry’s	meals	arrived,	a	patron	
ran	into	the	restaurant	and	announced	a	tornado	had	just	roared	
through	Wright,	Wyoming,	a	mining	town	thirty	miles	south	of	
Gillette,	where	the	Thomas’	son	and	family	lived.		The	couple	
left	their	meals	uneaten,	paid	their	check,	and	raced	for	Wright	to	
help.
	 More	than	a	decade	later,	over	a	cup	of	coffee,	my	grand-
mother	recounts	this	story	as	a	way	to	explain	to	me	how	impor-
tant	Lula	Belle’s	is	to	the	life	of	the	community.	
	 When	considering	Spring	Break	escapades,	a	person	
might	consider	sinking	their	toes	into	the	warm	beaches	of	Cali-
fornia	or	letting	their	hair	blow	out	the	window	as	they	cruise	
down	the	Vegas	strip,	but	for	me	I	had	the	luxury	of	eating	lunch	
with	those	closest	to	me,	and	discovering	a	restaurant	that	would	
leave	a	lasting	impression.	
	 Antique	figurines,	photographs,	and	knickknacks	surround	
patrons	of	Lula	Belle’s,	a	small	restaurant	hunkered	near	the	
railway	that	runs	through	Gillette,	Wyoming.		All	of	these	images	
congeal	to	impress	the	visitor	that	this	restaurant	is	not	so	much	a	

commercial	property	as	it	is	an	extension	of	someone’s	home,	a	big	
kitchen	protruding	from	a	home	that	invites	anyone	in	to	be	a	part	of	
their	family.
	 Shannon	Ramirez,	a	cook	who	has	worked	at	Lula	Belle’s	
for	more	than	two	decades,	fell	in	love	with	the	family	atmosphere,
	ever	since	her	father	would	wake	her	up	bright	and	early	in	the	
morning,	along	with	her	brother,	to	spend	breakfast	at	Lula	Belle’s.	
Since	the	age	of	seven,	she	has	continued	the	tradition.	

Small City Leaves Big Time Memories
by Jaysie Thomas

La La Land Adventure: 
Life in the Fast Laneby Helena Khouri

Photo	by	Jaysie	Thomas:	Lula	Belle’s	restaurant	sits	near	the	tracks	in	
Gillete,	Wyoming

Cont. on page 6
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	 “[We	have]	people	turn	down	better	op-
portunities	to	be	here	because	of	the	family	expe-
rience,”	said	waitress	Meghan	Calvert,	and	also	
daughter	of	Laurie	Calvert,	one	of	the	sister-own-
ers	who	smiles	proudly	when	recalling	the	regulars	
and	even	friend,	and	co-worker,	Ramirez	who	
came	to	work	for	Lula	Belle’s	at	a	young	age.	
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I	am	battlefield...1
by Robert Perry
	
Fire	is	red,
the	French	are	blue.
This	is	for	tripwire	explosives,
and	shotgun	shells	too.
	
I	have	many	kinds	of	guns,
and	a	few	grenades.
I	have	light	and	heavy	tanks,
As	well	as	three	planes.
	
My	maps	are	quite	large,
but	they	can	become	small.
I	see	the	conquest	flags,
I	will	conquer	them	all.
	
From	try-hards	to	noobs,
Automaticos	and	low	level	guns.
I	pull	out	my	hellriegel,
and	make	them	rage	quite	for	fun.
	
I	even	have	horses,
upon	which	you	can	ride.
Get	hit	by	a	tank	though,
and	your	pony	will	die.
	
The	elite	classes	are	lit,
flame	troopers	and	sentrys.
Overpowered	savages,
killing	lil	jimmys	without	mercy.
	
My	battles	rely	on	momentum,
so	come	turn	the	tide.
I	run	on	PC,	PS4,	and	Xbox,
Come	join	the	fight.

	 Walch	won	six	of	twelve	tournaments	during	the	year,	including	the	EWC	fall	
tournament,	as	well	as	the	McCook,	NE,	fall	and	spring	tournaments.	Overall,	Walch	
won	the	region	and	was	second	in	the	district.
	 “I	expect	to	finish	in	the	top	15	of	nationals,	but	hope	to	win	it,”	Walch	said.
	 Before	competing	in	Garden	City,	Walch	is	going	to	Walnut	Creek	golf	course	
in	Westminister,	CO,	on	May	8	to	qualify	for	the	U.S.	Open.
	 Although	focused	on	the	national	tournament,	EWC	golf	program	is	already	
preparing	for	next	year	under	the	leadership	of	Coach	Zach	Smith.	
	 “My	expectations	for	next	year	are	high,”	said	Pilkington,	“Coach	is	bringing	in	
some	pretty	solid	recruits,	so	I’m	excited.”
	 While	Pilkington’s	immediate	goal	is	to	perform	well	at	Nationals,	he	continues	
to	plan	for	next	year.	“I’ll	be	playing	and	practicing	all	summer.	I’ll	play	in	as	many	
events	as	I	can	and	get	as	prepared	as	I	can	for	another	successful	year	as	a	Lancer.”	
	

Golf at EWC cont. from page 1

Photo	courtesy	of	Jared	Pilkington
From	left	to	right:	Adrian	Torres	Ruiz,	Denton	Shaw,	

Eric	Lovell,	Arvy	Shongwe,	Harry	Walch,	Jared	Pilkington

Photo	courtesy	of	Harry	Walch:	Walch	
celebrates	win	at		McCook	2016	Fall	Tournament	

Photo	courtesy	
of	John	Cline:
Gale	Hill	Art	

Project	for	Color	
Theory	Course
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Photo	courtesy	of	EWC	College	Relations:	Sophomore	Anna	
Gomez	scores	against	Western	Wyoming	CC	at	the	

Region	IX	Tournament

She	was	like	the	ocean,
because	she	was	so	free,
He	always	called	to	her,
but	she	never	came	to	thee.

He	always	visited	the	ocean,
for	he	could	never	get	away,
He	sat	at	the	shore	and	waited,
but	she	would	never	stay.

He	fell	in	love	with	her	beauty,
the	way	her	waters	flow,
but	no	matter	how	much	he	loved	her,
he	feared	she’d	never	know.

So	he	sang	to	her	in	the	moonlight,
and	floated	upon	her	wave,
Although	her	waters	were	chaotic,
for	her	love,	he	would	brave.

He	knew	she	could	kill	him,
and	to	his	end	he	would	be,
But	nothing	seemed	to	matter,
when	he	floated	across	her	sea.
He	was	like	the	land,
because	he	was	so	strong,
She	always	rushed	to	him,
for	with	him	she	belonged.

She	always	visited	the	shore,
for	with	him	she	felt	at	ease,
She	would	reach	at	his	edges,
but	was	rejected	by	the	breeze.

She	fell	in	love	with	his	courage,
the	way	he	remained	secure,
but	no	matter	how	much	she	loved	him,
she	feared	his	heart	was	too	pure.

So	with	her	waves	she	erupted,
creating	a	storm	with	her	wrath,
To	finally	call	him	‘hers’,
She	would	destroy	everything	in	her	path.

She	knew	she	could	kill	him,
And	to	his	end	he	would	be,
But	she	loved	him	so	much,
She	would	destroy	the	world	to	make	him	see.

Land and Sea
Anonymous

	 Lady	Lancers	finished	their	bas-
ketball	season	as	runners-up	of	Region	IX	
South	Tournament,	celebrating	the	group	
evolution,	team	union	and	the	individual	
recognitions	in	the	NJCAA	tournament.
	 The	Eastern	Wyoming	College	
Lady	Lancers	basketball	team	finished	their	
season	with	a	2-point	loss	against	Western	
Nebraska	Community	College	at	the	Cougar	
Palace,	in	Scottsbluff,	NE.	They	started	their	
successful	trajectory	at	the	Regional	Tourna-
ment	winning	the	playoffs	against	Lamar	
Community	College	at	a	home	game,	taking	
the	lead	only	in	the	last	quarter	and	finishing	
the	game	with	the	score	69-59.	That	was	the	
first	step	to	build	the	girls’	confidence.	They	
had	faced	LCC	twice	during	season	and	
splitting	the	series	1-1.
	 The	Region	IX	Tournament	started	
on	March	9	in	Scottsbluff,	home	of	the	
South	Conference	winner,	WNCC.	For	the	
second	round	of	the	tournament,	the	Lanc-
ers	defeated	Western	Wyoming	Community	
College	for	the	first	time	in	the	season,	with	

Lady Lancer Basketball Team Completes 
Outstanding Season with Runner-Up Finish at

 Region IX Tournament
by Helena Khouri

a	9-point	lead	and	21	points	scored	by	
Anna	Gomez.
	 	On	Friday,	March	10,	EWC	
faced	Lamar	for	the	semifinals,	con-
quering	a	spot	over	the	well-known	
opponent	for	the	championship	match	
after	a	win	with	the	score	52-46.	The	
main	scorer	for	the	Lancers	was	Sarah	
Bersang	with	16	points.
	 For	the	championship	game,	
WNCC	had	their	gym	full	of	students	
and	family	members	supporting	their	
schools,	both	expecting	a	high-quality	
game.	And	the	teams	didn’t	disappoint	
the	spectators.	
	 With	a	balanced	score	from	
the	beginning	and	both	teams	alternat-
ing	the	lead.	Western	Nebraska	scored	
53	points	against	51	points	scored	by	
EWC.	The	sophomore	Emily	Evans	
had	a	great	performance,	achieving	the	
mark	of	23	points	and	8	rebounds.	With	
that	game,	the	Lady	Lancers	ended	their	
2016-17	season.

Photo	by	Jaysie	Thomas

Cont. on page 7

The	Experience	of	Getting	to	Know	Global	Corporations:	
A	Freshman’s	Journey	with	the	
National	Millennial	Community

by Haley Lauze 	 Recently,	EWC	was	invited	to	become	participating	
members	in	the	National	Millennial	Community	and	it	has	
been	a	life	altering	experience	for	me.
		 The	National	Millennial	Community	is	the	vision	
brought	to	life	by	Mr.	Bill	Imada,	Chairman	and	Chief	Con-
nectivity	Officer	of	IW	Group,	Inc.	Only	one	college	per	state	
is	a	part	of	this	community	and	Eastern	Wyoming	College	
took	the	bid	in	April.	Shortly	afterward,	I	became	the	first	
member	of	what	will	be	a	four	member	exclusive	group.		
	 In	this	organization,	I	and	other	students	from	schools	
such	as	Eastern	Oregon	University	and	Pennsylvania	State	
University,	along	with	students	representing	more	than	thirty	
other	institutions,	get	to	be	a	part	of	live,	interactive	Base-
camp	hosted	round	table	and	think	
tank	discussions	with	chief	execu-

tives	of	some	of	the	most	influential	companies	in	the	world.	
	 In	these	meetings,	millennials	from	the	community	
ask	questions	to	executives	about	how	millennials	can	get	
jobs	in	major	corporations	despite	our	generation’s	poor	
reputation.	After	tips	from	CEOs	and	VPs,	those	executives	
then	ask	us	questions	to	discover	how	they	can	make	their	
companies	more	appealing	to	millennials,	a	group	that	com-
prises	nearly	one-third	of	U.S.	consumers.	
	 Since	joining,	I	have	had	the	honor	of	being	in	round-
table	discussions	with	people	such	as	Ms.	Heather	Rim,	
Chief	Marketing	and	Communications	Officer	at	AECOM,	
Mr.	Craig	Robinson,	EVP,	NBC	Universal,	and	Mr.	Chris	
Librie,	Senior	Director/	Head	of	Global	Impact	and	Giving	
at	Ebay.	During	that	meeting,	my	colleagues	and	I	had	the	
privilege	of	offering	him	feedback	on	Ebay’s	new	company	
website	before	it	launches.	
	 In	about	a	month,	NMC	is	sponsoring	me	to	attend	a	
series	of	meetings	in	the	Chicagoland	area,	my	second	trip	to	
The	Windy	City	in	six	months	with	EWC	events.	While	there	
we	will	meet	with	a	number	of	executives	from	companies	
like	GM	and	Boeing	among	many	others.	I	expect	to	learn	a	
great	deal.
	 This	has	been	revealing	and	unique	experience,	and	I	
look	forward	to	sharing	this	opportunity	with	my	colleagues	
next	semester.
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	 Besides	that	the	freshman	from	
Nassau,	Bahamas,	Pamela	Bethel	is	
between	the	top	three	athletes	with	most	
rebounds	per	game.	Evans	emphasizes	
how	big	of	a	positive	effect	these	recogni-
tions	have:	“Not	only	this	helps	us	for	our	
transfer	plans,	but	builds	the	confidence	
of	the	team.	It	is	good	because	we	don’t	
have	to	rely	on	just	one	person,	especially	
when	we’re	playing	a	difficult	match.	We	
know	that	we	can	share	the	responsibility	
between	the	teammates,	so	we	are	capable	
of	dealing	with	adversities	as	a	group,"	
said	the	athlete	with	the	best	3-point	per-
centage	in	Region	IX.
	 The	experience	of	the	seven	
sophomores	and	the	enthusiasm	of	the	five	
freshmen	with	the	new	reality	of	college	
basketball	composed	the	mix	of	feelings	
and	experiences	that	drove	this	team	with	

Lady Lancer cont. from page 6

	 When	looking	back	at	the	last	months,	the	
girls	provide	a	positive	feedback	about	their	sea-
son.	Anna	Gomez	(Barcelona,	Spain),	sophomore	
Guard,	explains	how	the	program	evolved	from	
her	freshman	year	to	her	sophomore	year.	Gomez	
said,	“Things	are	way	better	this	year.	The	sopho-
mores	now	have	a	different	role.	To	play…	[sic]	
a	good	basketball	you	have	to	understand	how	it	
works	and	understand	each	other,	and	our	freshman	
year	was	important	to	develop	that.”	Emily	Evans	
(Cheyenne,	Wyoming)	agrees.	“We	have	7	sopho-
mores	this	year,	and	we	know	each	other	better	
now.	We	are	closer,	we	have	more	experience	and	
know	how	to	deal	with	our	responsibilities.”
	 	The	proximity	among	the	girls	reflects	on	
their	routines	outside	the	basketball	court.	Anna	
says,	“We	feel	like	a	team	now,	and	the	fact	that	we	
developed	a	friendship	outside	the	court	provides	
us	the	trust	that	we	need	to	have	the	freedom	to	be	
honest	with	each	other	and	say	what	we	think	the	
team	should	do	to	get	better.	That	helps	a	lot	inside	
the	court.”	And	she	is	right:	EWC	had	a	great	evo-
lution	between	this	year	and	last	year.	The	record	
for	the	2016-17	regular	season	is	20	wins	and	11	
losses,	a	big	step	from	season	2015-16,	when	they	
achieved	the	total	of	13	wins	and	18	losses.
	 The	team	agrees	how	both	as	athletes	and	
individuals	and	the	team	benefited	with	the	indi-
vidual	recognitions	in	NJCAA	ranking.	EWC	had	
3	of	their	players	composing	the	ranking	of	Top	
5	scorers	in	the	region:	Anna	Gomez,	(Barcelona,	
Spain	–	Guard),	Sarah	Bersang	(Horsens,	Denmark	
–	Point	Guard)	and	Emily	Evans	(Cheyenne,	WY	–	
Guard).	

EWC Student Competes in National Farm 
Bureau Contest

by Helena Khouri

	 EWC	student	Chelsea	Baars,	sophomore,	Lusk,	WY,	represented	
Wyoming	at	the	American	Farm	Bureau	Federation	YF&R	Conference	in	
Pittsburgh,	PA,	after	winning	the	State	Contest	at	the	University	of	Wyo-
ming.
	 Baars	advanced	to	the	competition	in	Pittsburgh	after	winning	the	
Wyoming	Farm	Bureau	Collegiate	Discussion	in	November	2016.		There,	
she	competed	against	16	other	students	representing	the	University	of	
Wyoming,	Sheridan	College,	as	well	as	colleagues	from	Eastern	Wyoming.	
During	the	contest,	students	discussed	five	preset	topics	regarding	the	inter-
section	between	agriculture	and	politics.	Contestants	worked	in	groups	of	
four	to	discuss	a	different	topic	each	round,	after	which	judges	individually	
ranked	each	competitor.	
	 Although	the	contest	crowned	a	winner,	Baars	said	it	was	necessary	
to	work	as	a	group	in	order	to	achieve	better	results	in	the	competition.	
“You	have	to	work	as	a	group	to	win	as	an	individual,”	Baars	said.	“You	
have	to	get	the	others	to	work	together	and	come	up	with	the	solutions	and	
include	them	in	the	discussion”.	
	 Beyond	knowing	how	to	work	with	others,	Chelsea	said	being	a	
member	of	a	multi-generational	agricultural	family	forged	the	passion	she	
brought	to	the	subjects.	She	also	credited	EWC’s	agricultural	faculty	with	
honing	her	understanding	of	agricultural	issues	and	developing	her	ability	
to	communicate	those	interests.	
	 That	background	propelled	her	to	Pittsburg,	an	environment	that	
Baars	says	offered	her	new	perspectives	on	agriculture	across	the	US.		

	 “The	National	contest	was	an	amazing	experience,”	
Baars	commented.	“I	met	people	from	all	sorts	of	different	
places,	and	their	issues	in	those	states	were	so	different	from	
what	I	learned	living	in	Wyoming	all	my	life.	That	helped	me	
understanding	how	each	state	works	and	how	to	fuse	ideas	
together	to	find	solutions”.
	 Looking	back	at	her	experience,	Baars	is	grateful	for	
the	learning	opportunity	and	accentuates	the	impact	of	her	
results	to	the	college,	viewing	a	positive	outcome	for	the	ag-
riculture	program	and	for	the	creation	of	a	competitive	image	
for	EWC.	
	 “Everyone	that	I	competed	against	in	the	final	four	
was	from	a	big	university,	and	coming	from	a	small	college	
and	winning	against	them	proves	that	we	have	great	quality	
education,	classes	and	faculty.	At	first	I	didn’t	want	to	go,	but	
my	teachers	gave	me	the	courage	and	now	I	hope	this	can	
motivate	other	students	to	think	outside	the	box.”	

“Everyone	that	I	competed	against	in	the	
final	four	was	from	a	big	university,	and	
coming	from	a	small	college	and	winning	
against	them	proves	that	we	have	great	
quality	education,	classes	and	faculty."

so	much	passion.	
	 Another	mix	that	the	athletes	ac-
centuate	is	the	diversity	of	origins.	The	team	
is	composed	by	five	Americans	and	counts	
with	eight	international	recruits:	four	from	
the	Bahamas,	one	from	Serbia,	one	from	
Denmark,	one	from	Spain	and	one	from	
Nigeria.	
	 Anna	Gomez	explains	how	this	cul-
ture	integration	was	important	for	building	a	
strong	team:	“Outside	of	America,	especially	
in	Europe,	we	practice	a	lot	of	technique,	
the	details	of	each	movement.	In	the	United	
States,	the	coached	focus	on	conditioning	
and	getting	the	athletes	physically	ready	for	
the	intensity	of	the	matches.	Balancing	both	
of	the	work	philosophies	leads	us	to	good	
performances.”

Photo	courtesy	of	
John	Cline:

	Rebecca	Green	
Art	Project	for	
Painting	1
Course

Photo	courtesy	of	Kerin	Clark:	Chelsea	Baars	makes	an	argument	
at	UW's	YF&R	annual	conference

page 7



	 The	Lancer	Rodeo	Team	hosted	the	Lancer	Ro-
deo	and	drew	competitors	representing	fifteen	colleges	
and	universities	from	three	states	on	March	24-26	at	the	
Goshen	Country	Fair	Grounds.	
	 Colleges	and	universities	attending	the	Lancer	
Rodeo	included	Casper	College,	Central	Wyoming	Col-
lege,	Colorado	State,	Chadron	State,	CSU	Pueblo,	East-
ern	Wyoming	College,	Gillette	College,	Lamar	Com-
munity	College,	Laramie	County	Community	College,	
Northeastern	Junior	College,	Otero	Junior	College,	
Sheridan	College,	United	States	Air	Force	Academy,	
University	of	Wyoming,	and	Regis.
	 Eastern	Wyoming	College	rodeo	athletes	ex-
hibited	their	inherited	dedication	to	excellence	in	their	
chosen	artforms:	roping,	riding,	racing,	wrestling,	tying.	
Cody	Lane,	sophomore,	and	brother	Chance	Lane,	
freshman,	had	a	time	of	8.2	seconds,	earning	6th	place	
in	the	first	round	of	team	roping,	and	later	winning	the	
short	round	with	a	time	of	6.5	seconds,	equaling	14.7	
seconds	total	on	two	steers.	Sophomore	Danny	Man-
ning	competed	in	steer	wrestling,	receiving	3rd	with	a	
total	time	of	11.3	seconds	on	two	steers.	Freshman,	Ta-
nielle	Arneson,	was	5th	in	breakaway	in	the	first	round,	
and	2nd	in	the	short	round,	to	earn	her	a	total	of	2nd	
place	with	a	total	time	of	5.7	seconds,	and	Barrel	racer,	
Baillie	Mutchler,	sophomore,	placed	6th.
	 Many	EWC	students	trace	back	their	love	for	
rodeo	for	generations.	

Rodeo at EWC:  
A Life-Long Commitment

by Jaysie Thomas

Cont. on page 11

by Jaysie Thomas
	 Palm	trees	stand	tall	around	the	borders	of	a	deep-blue	body	of	
water	that	rushes	up	to	its	shoreline	to	kiss	the	warm	sand,	if	only	for	
a	moment,	and	drift	calmly	back	to	sea.	People	identify	such	beaches	
with	paradise.	Stepping	off	the	plane	into	a	foreign	country,	leaving	
such	beauty	has	been	both	an	opportunity	and	a	harsh	reality	for	many	
of	Eastern	Wyoming	College’s	international	students.	
	 Carmen	Carvajal	and	Arvy	Shongwe,	young	students	from	
Spain	and	South	Africa,	were	recruited	for	the	athletic	programs.	
Carvajal	for	the	volleyball	team	and	Shongwe	for	the	men’s	golf	team.	
Carvajal	had	an	instant	attraction	to	Eastern	Wyoming	College	when	
head	coach,	Julie	Sherbeyn	made	contact	with	the	young	athlete,	“I	
didn’t	know	how	to	point	Wyoming	on	a	map	so	I	just	came	for	vol-
leyball	and	learned	from	a	new	culture.”
	 Culture	is	a	large	adjustment	to	get	used	to	when	traveling	
overseas,	or	just	from	state	to	state.	From	the	food,	and	customs,	to	
the	level	of	difficulty	among	club	athletics,	the	culture	shock	between	
Spain	and	Wyoming	was	tremendous.	
	 “[In	America]	kids	get	married	so	young.	We	[Spaniards]	like	
to	be	more	open.	American’s	are	conservative,”	Carjaval	stated.	When	
speaking	to	her,	she	exaggerated	the	point	that	in	the	United	States	
there	are	more	rules	regarding	safety	than	in	Spain,	but	there	are	more	
opportunities	for	young	people.
	 Opportunities	in	the	United	States	offer	a	greater	education	for		
prosperous	individuals	pursuing	collegiate	level	athletics.	“I	made	
something	out	of	nothing,”	says	Arvy	Shongwe	who	looks	back	on	
his	adventure	into	the	United	States	with	a	more	optimistic	approach,	
“at	the	beginning	I	wanted	to	go	home,	but	I	made	something	out	of	
myself.	I’m	going	to	have	a	story	to	tell.”	
	 Having	searched	to	further	his	golf	career	at	a	collegiate	level,	
Shongwe	made	the	decision	to	attend	Eastern	Wyoming	College,	with	
the	help	of	his	recruiter,	and	of	soon-to-be	close	friend	and	teammate,	
Adrian	Torres-Ruiz.
	 	Being	glad	that	Eastern	Wyoming	College	has	provided	him	
with	not	only	an	opportunity	at	competing	collegiately	and	improving	
his	skills	on	the	golf	course,	but	also	for	promising	an	adventure	with	
memories	with	good	friends	that	will	last	a	lifetime.	
	 For	Diandra	Turner,	a	student	in	the	Veterinary	Technology	
program,	the	athletic	programs	were	not	her	main	interest	when	con-
sidering	colleges	in	the	United	States.	Despite	the	differences	between	
the	tropical,	sandy	paradise	that	she	called	home,	more	commonly	
known	as	Jamaica,	and	the	rough,	dry	soils	of	Torrington,	Wyoming,	
the	education	held	promising	for	the	international	student.	
	 Having	friends	that	lived	in	Medicine	Bow,	they	informed	her	
of	the	education	offered	at	Eastern	Wyoming	College	and	of	the	cost	
of	tuition	and	resources.	Being	left	to	decide	between	the	rugged	sub-
urbs	of	New	York	City	and	Torrington,	she	chose	the	more	grounded	
choice	of	the	two.	Although	the	desolate	attire	of	the	terrains	that	
mask	the	town	of	Torrington,	she	finds	comfort	in	her	passion	-	help-
ing	animals.	

International Students Adjust to Life 
on the Lonesome Prairie 

Photo	courtesy	of		Helena	Khouri
Top	row:	Adrian	Torres	Ruiz	(Spain),	Arvy	Shongwe	(Swaziland,	Harry	Walch	
(England).
Bottom	row:	Giovanna	Jordao	(Brazil),	Carmen	Carvajal	(Spain),	
Anna	Perez	Gomez	(Spain),	Helena	Khouri	(Brazil).Photo	courtesy	of	John	Cline:

Madison	Powell	Art	Project	for	Color	Theory	Course

Photo courtesy of Kyle Rice: Brothers Cody Lane and Chance Lane 
rope a steer at Goshen County Fair Grounds
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Unlike	the	standard	restaurant	chains	that	dot	the	map,	the	genera-
tions	of	ownership	in	Lula		Belle’s	comes	from	a	state	of	labor	and	
love	and	not	of	purchasing	power.
		 After	years	of	the	small	restaurant	being	opened,	Lula	
Belle	personally	passed	down	the	restaurant	ownership	to	family,	
whether	that	be	of	blood	descent	or	not,	thus	starting	a	tradition	of	
family	ownership.
	 Lula	Belle	bequeathed	the	restaurant	to	Elsie	
Sharp	who	then		gifted	it	to	the	mother	of	the	present	day
owners	who	had	been	waiting	tables	for	roughly	nine	
years	until	Sharp	decided	she	was	ready	to	retire	the	restaurant.	
Sharp	chose	the	mother	respectively	for	her	passion	and	ambition	
towards	the	traditions	of	the	restaurant.		After	the	mother	inherited	
the	restaurant	she	hired	on	her	own	family	members,	keeping	the	
loving	atmosphere	flourishing.	
	 Now	daughters	Laurie	Calvert	and	Jolene	Friesen	own	the	
establishment,	keeping	the	much	respected	family	tradition	passed	
down	the	line	of	generations.	
	 A	typical	family	oriented	gesture	lies	right	inside	the	
doorway	of	the	restaurant	known	to	the	patrons	as	the	community	
table.	This	table	seats	everyone	no	matter	the	career	path	or	their	
interests,	anyone	who	comes	in	alone	is	pulled	over	to	converse.	
	 Most	nights	the	individuals	who	find	themselves	sitting	at	
the	community	table	will	be	playing	a	game	of	cards	after	work,	
or	talking	about	anything	from	reminiscing	childhood	memories	to	
general	politics.	
	 Lula	Belle’s	is	easily	one	of	the	oldest	traditional	restau-
rants	in	Gillette	that	has	kept	the	same	location,	as	well	as	name	
and	recipes	since	opening.	
	 Most	popular	among	those	recipies	are	the	fresh	baked	
homemade	pies	in	a	barrage	of	flavors:	Dutch	apple,	strawberry	
rhubarb,	banana	nillawafer,	chocolate	cream,	pumpkin,	Dutch	
strawberry	rhubarb,	Hawaiian,	coconut	meringue,	lemon	me-

Daughter	Meghan	Calvert	(left)	and	mother	Laurie	Calvert	(right)

Lula	Belle’s	environment
Photos	by	Jaysie	Thomas

Small City cont. from page 4

ringue,	cherry	cheesecake,	and	caramel	apple.	Those	that	have	
stopped	for	a	slice	of	pie	have	been	more	than	pleased,	and	the	
word	has	rippled	out	from	Campbell	County	to	states	as	far	away	
as	Hawaii.	
	 With	a	steaming	cup	of	coffee	before	me	and	my	omelet	
still	warm,	the	waitress	smiles	charmingly	at	my	family	as	she	
asks	what	else	she	can	help	us	with.	We	gesture	that	we	need	
nothing	and	she	politely	turns	on	her	heel	and	returns	to	the	next	
table	beside	us.	My	heart	gleams	at	the	environment,	and	such	
positivity	and	love	for	the	family	business	expressed	daily	by	all	
who	enter	and	leave.

There Once Lived a Rabbit 
by Andrew R. McKinley

There	once	lived	a	rabbit.	
Who	hopped	and	hopped	and	didn’t	think	much	of	
it	nor	stop.	
Tell	one	day	he	hopped	and	hopped	and	heard	a	
loud	pop!	
And	low	and	behold	his	joints	were	shot!

gwwwwwh
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Volleyball	Team	Strong	under	Coach	Sherbeyn's	Leadership

	 With	Coach	Sherbeyn	preparing	for	her	fourth	year	at	
EWC,	she	finds	herself	busy	recruiting	players	who	will	not	
only	challenge	her	returning	athletes	and	better	the	program,	
but	who	are	determined	and	committed	to	the	philosophy	and	
all	that	is	the	program.		
	 “With	the	sophomore’s	leadership,	we	should	be	able	
to	be	more	successful	going	through	our	region,	and	make	it	
into	the	regional	championship	next	year.	We	have	a	tougher	
schedule	on	our	front	end	for	our	tournament	schedule	so	that	
should	prepare	us	to	do	that,”	says	Coach	Sherbeyn.

by Helena Khouri
	 The	Eastern	Wyoming	College	Lady	Lancer	volleyball	team	
finishes	the	2016-17	season	with	a	higher	appreciation	for	the	team,	
resulting	in	individual	improvements	and	team	results	according	to	
the	National	Junior	College	Athletic	Association	(NJCAA)	stan-
dards.
	 With	all	of	the	hard	work	that	was	exerted	during	the	prac-
tices	and	training	of	the	Fall	2016	season,	the	EWC	volleyball	team	
finished	their	regular	season	with	a	record	of	21-12,	winning	seven	
more	games	than	the	previous	2015-16	season.
	 Originally	from	Valentine,	Nebraska,	Coach	Julie	Sherbeyn	
has	been	head	of	the	EWC	volleyball	department	for	three	years.	
Accumulating	roughly	30	years	of	coaching	experience	between	
high	schools	and	colleges	in	Arizona	and	Illinois,	she	finally	came	
back	to	the	mountains	of	the	Midwest.
	 EWC,	earning	an	in	season	ranking	of	16	in	the	nation	for	
three	consecutive	weeks	at	the	beginning	of	the	season,	was	recog-
nized	for	all	the	effort	put	in	practices	and	games,	but	it	couldn’t	
have	been	accomplished	without	the	determination	of	the	athletes	
and	the	coaching	staff.	

EWC	to	Host	Nationally	Recognized	
Leadership	Scholar	at	Baccalaureate		
By Helena Khouri
	 Eastern	Wyoming	College	Campus	Ministry	Club	will	
host	Rev.	Dr.	Donald	C.	Simmons,	Jr.	at	EWC’s	Baccalaureate	
ceremony	which	is	being	held	for	students	and	their	families.	
Rev.	Simmons	will	deliver	the	keynote	address	“Learning	to	
Lead:	The	Trophy	Generation	in	an	Age	of	Discontent.”	
	 Rev.	Simmons	will	also	present	a	talk	entitled	“Leader-
ship	and	Communication	in	a	New	Age”	at	noon,	May	11	in	the	
Community	Training	Center.	This	presentation	is	free	and	open	to	
the	public.	The	co-sponsors	in	sociology,	psychology,	and	jour-
nalism	programs	will	provide	lunch.
	 Simmons,	who	holds	a	Ph.D.	in	History	from	Denver	
University,	is	the	author	of	more	than	a	half-dozen	books,	in-
cluding	his	most	recent	Organizational	Leadership:	Foundations	
and	Practices	for	Christians,	used	in	colleges	and	seminaries	
worldwide	and	now	in	its	second	printing	in	the	US.	He	currently	
serves	as	pastor	at	Tremont	United	Methodist	Church	in	Tremont,	
MS.
		 Prior	to	his	appointment	at	Tremont	United	Methodist,	
Simmons	held	a	number	of	leadership	roles	in	variety	positions,	
including	as	a	corporate	and	a	non-profit	CEO,	corporate	and	
non-profit	board	member,	university	dean,	community	college	
trustee,	college	baseball	coach	and	umpire,	documentary	film-
maker,	author,	pastor	and	city	councilman.	He	has	also	served	the	

Photo	courtesy	of	Kyle	Rice:	Coach	Sherbeyn	urging	on	Lady	
Lancers	during	WyoBraska	2016	Tournament

Photo	by	Helena	Khouri
From	front	to	back:	Helena	Khouri,	Katie	Strohschein,	Leah	Newman,	
Lissette	Lefforge,	Precious	Williams,	Brooklyn	Perez,	Kylee	Tresch,	Car-
men	Carvajal,	Alexandria	Simmerman,	Shelby	Welsh,	Sophia	Arensdorf,	
Giovanna	Jordão,	Madison	Powell,	Lauren	Hastings

administrations	of	governors	from	both	major	political	parties.	
Additionally,	Simmons	has	lectured	at	a	number	of	colleges	
and	universities	around	the	globe,	including	Harvard	University	
Medical	School.	
	 While	director	of	the	Center	for	Leadership	and	Public	
Service	at	Dakota	Wesleyan	University,	he	focused	his	atten-
tion	on	political	leadership.	As	part	of	that	enterprise,	Simmons	
co-edited	Public	Service	and	Leadership:	An	Introduction	with	
former	presidential	candidate	and	U.S.	Senator	George	McGov-
ern.		
In	recent	years,	Dr.	Simmons	shifted	his	focus	to	include	faith-
based	leadership	consulting.
	 Years	after	completing	his	Ph.D.	in	International	Studies	
from	Denver	University,	he	attended	Baylor	University's	Truett	

Seminary	where	he	received	a	
Certificate	of	Ministry	in	2014.	
	 While	in	seminary,	Dr.	
Simmons	became	interested	in	
that	he	has	termed	the	"hyper-
intense	leadership	challenges"	
that	pastors	face.	
	 "There	are	very	few	
environments,	and	ironically	
politics	and	religion	are	two	
of	them,"	Simmons	notes,	"in	
which	the	work	environment	
places	someone	in	a	position	so	
they	are	a	participant	in	every	
aspect	of	the	lives	of	those	they	
lead,	from	birth	to	death	and	
everything	in	between.”
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 "'You make
 me happy, 
when skies 
are gray."' 

Finding her

	 My	Grandma	used	to	tell	me,	"'You	are	my	sunshine,	my	
only	sunshine.	You	make	me	happy,	when	skies	are	gray.	You'll	
never	know	dear,	how	much	I	love	you.	Please	don't	take	my	sun-
shine	away.'"
	 	I	took	this	the	day	she	passed.	It	was	raining	and	pouring	
but	out	of	the	corner	of	my	eye	I	see	this	exhilerating	sunset.	She	
let	me	know	that	she	was	there.	
	 There's	my	beautiful	Grandmother.

by Jaysie Thomas

	 For	anyone	who	has	ever	lost	a	loved	one:	look	in	the	little	
things.	Their	soul	will	forever	be	entertwined	in	the	hidden	beauties	of	
the	real	world.	Find	hope	and	relief	in	the	search,	for	it	just	might	give	
you	peace	of	mind.	Keep	your	eyes	open	and	never	lose	sight	of	they're	
neverending	presence.
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Invitational,	American	Royal	in	Kansas	City,	Kansas,	North	American	Live-
stock	Exposition	in	Louisville,	Kentucky,	Billings	Invitational,	
the	National	Livestock	Show	in	Pheonix,	Arizona,	where	there	was	a	live-
stock	skills	team	that	earned	first,	along	with	individual	placers	being	Bannan	
with	first,	Heyrend	in	second,	and	LaMont	in	third,	Caitlyn	Steben’s	heifer	
sold,	and	Gartrell	earned	tenth	overall,	Carload	Contest	National	Stock	show	
in	Denver,	Colorado	and	also	showed	Dr.	Georgia	Younglove’s	dorset	lambs	
the	following	week	in	Denver,	Iowa	Beef	Expo	where	they	judged	cattle,	and	
finished	off	in	Houston,	Texas	at	the	national	contest.
	 At	the	Ag	Banquet	on	April	19th,	Santiago	Ramos	had	the	highest	
judging	scores	and	Kort	Gartrell	had	the	highest	season	scores.	

EWC	Livestock	Judging	and
	Show	Team	Succeeds			

by Jaysie Thomas
	 The	livestock	showing	team	is	a	group	of	students	who	raise	animals	until	they	are	show	ready	and	then	exhibit		them	at	
competitions.	For	their	part,	the	livestock	judging	team	evaluates	the	meat	characteristics	and	breeding	characteristics	of	the	animals	
between	four	classes	of	livestock:	goats,	cattle,	pigs,	and	sheep.	
	 The	livestock	judging	team	consists	of	freshmen:	Jax-
son	Heyrend,	Santiago	Ramos,	Kort	Gartrell,	Angelina	Bannan,	
Jory	Carson,	Courtney	LaMont,	Hunter	Hill,	and	Ashly	Reese,	
and	sophomores:	Bobbi	Sinks,	Tracy	Austin,	TaiLyn	Miller,	and	
Kaycee	Gobble.
	 The	livestock	showing	team	consists	of	freshmen:	San-
tiago	Ramos,	Jaxson	Heyrend,	Hunter	Hill,	Ashly	Reese,	Lane	
Barker,	and	Brawley	Darby,	and	sophomores:	Bobbi	Sinks,	
Tracy	Austin,	TaiLyn	Miller,	Emma	Rogers,	Emily	Garl,	and	
Shelby	Cranston.	
	 Competing	in	events	such	as	Aksarben	in	Omaha,	Ne-
braska,	which	was	the	first	competition	of	the	year,	Western	Ju-
nior	Livestock	Show	in	Rapid	City,	South	Dakota,	where	Ramos	
earned	grand	champion	swine	showman	and	earned	first	in	the	
livestock	skill-a-thon,	and	Heyrend	earned	reserve	champion	
swine	showman	and	first	in	produce	evaluation,	Casper	College	

	 Callie	Clingman,	freshman	from	Laramie,	Wyoming,	said	her	love	and	desire	to	compete	
in	breakaway	roping	at	a	collegiate	level	stemmed	from	her	mother’s	passion	and	involvement	
in	team	roping,	breakaway	roping,	and	goat	tying.	“My	mom	was	the	rodeo	influence	and	she	
is	the	reason	I	started	to	rope,”	said	Clingman.	Her	mother	put	a	rope	in	her	hands	at	the	age	of		
five	and	started	teaching	her	how	to	ride	a	horse	since	she	began	walking.	
	 When	deciding	to	live	the	rodeo	life,	athletes	are	not	only	making	a	commitment	to	prac-
ticing	every	day,	but	also	to	managing	the	health	and	welfare	of	their	horses.	Freshman,	Sutton	
Adams,	who	competes	in	calf	roping	and	team	roping,	says,	“[I]		probably	practice	eight	hours	a	
week,	and	[take	care	of	horses]	just	long	enough	to	feed	and

EWC Rodeo cont. from page 6

	 Five	EWC	rodeo
	athletes,	Trevor	Schnaufer,	
Bryer	Wadhams,	Braden	
Pirrung,	Logan	Milligan,	
and	Coley	Nichols,	have	
qualified	for	the	College	
National	Finals	Rodeo	in	
Casper,	Wyoming,	at	the	
Casper	Event	Center	on	
June	11-17.

of	their	passion.	
	 “When	I’m	riding	my	horse,	all	stress	
is	relieved,”	said	freshman,	Canton	Afdahl.	“I	
find	peace.”	Afdahl	competes	in	calf	roping	and	
team	roping	because	his	father	got	him	started	
by	roping	with	his	neighbor	while	growing	up.	
Time	isn’t	the	only	preparation	that	goes	into	

the	weeks	leading	up	to	competition.	
	 	 For	Afdahl,	he	spends	time	and	energy	practicing	roping	steers	and	tying	
calves	the	week	leading	into	a	rodeo	to	ensure	that	his	horse	and	himself	are	not	only	on	a	
mutual	level	so	that	they	may	compete	well	together	but	to	gain	practice	to	better	himself	at	a	
shot	of	first	place.	
	 Winning	high	standings	proves	the	love	and	determination	these	rodeo	athletes	put	
into	their	sport	of	choice	every	day	and	being	freshman,	as	the	spring	season	comes	to	a	
close,	they	look	forward	to	fall	season	to	pick	up	the	rope	and	ride	again.	

	make	sure	they	are	okay.”
	 	With	all	of	the	time	and	preparation	that	
goes	into	not	only	managing	the	horses,	but	into	
practicing	roping	and	riding,	as	well,	the	
biggest	rewards	for	these	athletes	would	be	to	
come	home	placing	high	or	winning	their	events,	
but	the	satisfaction	of	winning	isn’t	the	only	rea-
son	these	athletes	decide	to	continue	the	pursuit	

Photos	courtesy	of	John	Cline:
Top	Painting	by	Ashleigh	Grooms

Bottom	Painting:	Alexandria	Simmerman	
Art	Project	for	Painting	1	Course
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EWC	Graduate	Shines	as	Metal	Artist
by Lancer Quarterly Staff

	 Matthew	Hickman,	a	2013	graduate	of	EWC’s	welding	program,	has	ap-
plied	his	education	and	created	Wyldman	Metal	Art,	a	company	devoted	to	creating	
images	of	natural	beauty	from	metal.
	 Hickman’s	passion	for	welding	started	at	the	age	of	10	in	his	grandfather’s	
shop.		“I	learned	on	an	old	AC	Forney	welder,”	Hickman	said.	From	that	beginning,	
he	learned	to	compose	simply,	learning	how	to	stick	weld.	Later,	while	a	student	at	
Cheyenne	Central	High	School,	Hickman	experimented	with	MIG	and	TIG	welding	
at	all.	
	 After	graduating,	he	headed	north	to	study	under	Leland	Vetter.	“I	heard	
EWC	had	the	best	welding	program	in	the	region,”	Hickman	said.	He	remembered	
that	Vetter	would	provide	theory	in	metallurgy,	inspection,	pipefitting,	and	how	to	
read	blueprints	for	jobs.	“He	also	found	us	a	lot	of	projects	in	the	area	that	would	
give	us	different	situations	to	practice.”
	 That	practice	continues	today.	Steel	flowers,	archways	for	gardens,	and	
signs	with	family	names	roll	from	his	shop	and	adorn	shelves,	yards,	and	desks	
from	Goshen	County	to	Michigan.	The	work	comes	at	a	price.		
	 Hickman	also	works	as	a	custodian	at	EWC.	After	he	gets	off	at	midnight,	
Hickman	heads	to	the	workshop.	“Usually	I	go	to	bed	at	5	am	and	get	up	at	10	am,”	
he	said.	
	 In	those	five	hours,	Hickman	has	produced	hundreds	of	works	over	the	past	
two	months.	
His	work	has	been	commissioned	by	people	as	far	away	as	Michigan,	and	he	con-
tinues	to	sell	his	artwork	on	the	weekends	because	as	he	said,	he	enjoys	“find[ing]	
the	challenge	of	how	to	make	it.”

	 Eastern	Wyoming	College’s	debate	and	speech	team	
finished	a	year	of	growth	and	increasing	competitive	success.	
	 Over	the	course	of	the	year,	EWC	quadrupled	its	num-
bers	from	two	to	eight,	attended	competitions	in	six	states	–	
Wyoming,	Nebraska,	Oklahoma,	Tennessee,	Illinois,	and	South	
Dakota	–	and	reached	three	final	fours	at	tournaments	compet-
ing	successfully	against	students	representing	major	institutions	
such	as	the	Loyola	University	–	Chicago,	Wheaton	University,	
The	University	of	Tennessee	–	Knoxville,	Illinois	State	Univer-
sity,	Middle	Tennessee	State	–	regional	four	year	institutions	
like	The	South	Dakota	School	of	Mines	and	Technology,	Colo-
rado	Christian	College,	The	Colorado	College	–	and	community	
college	such	as	Western	Nebraska	Community	College,	Casper	
College,	and	Northwest	College.	In	all	EWC	students	competed	
against	students	representing	more	than	30	four	year	colleges	
and	universities	and	half-a-dozen	community	colleges.	
	 The	team	members	Haley	Lauze,	Zach	Bearnson,	Hel-
ena	Khouri,	James	Schock,	Sara	Kostur,	Kenna	Noble,	Jaxson	
Heyrend,	and	Justin	Griebe	reached	eight	elimination	rounds	

Eastern	Wyoming	College	Debate:	The	Year	in	Review
by Lancer Quarterly Staff

and	won	ten	awards.	
	 Debate	and	forensics	students	also	engaged	in	
significant	fundraising	and	public	service	initiatives.	In	the	
fall,	they	hosted	EWC’s	first	debate	and	forensics	tourna-
ment	and	in	the	spring,	the	team	co-hosted	another	tourna-
ment	on	the	Western	Nebraska	Community	College	cam-
pus.
	 	Students	Haley	Lauze	and	Zach	Bearnson	served	as	
assistant	coaches	for	Torrington	High	Schools	competitive	
speech	and	debate	team,	a	program	that	produced	a	state	
champion	in	oratory	and	a	national	qualifier	in	Program	of	
Oral	Interpretation.
	 Three	new	recruits	will	join	the	squad	in	the	fall	of	
2017:	Kinlee	Whitney,	Newcastle,	WY,	Daniel	Kruse,	Lusk,	
WY,	Amber	McNees,	Minatare,	NE.		Shaniah	Freeseman,	
Gordon,	NE,	who	is	also	a	recruit	for	the	volleyball	team,	
will	begin	competing	spring	2018	after	the	conclusion	of	
volleyball’s	fall	competitive	season.		
	 Sara	Kostur	and	James	Schock	will	both	graduate	in	
May.	Kenna	Noble	will	transfer	to	the	University	of	Wyo-
ming.		
	 The	team	will	again	host	a	tournament	on	campus	
September	29-October	1	and	anticipate	a	large	regional	and	
national	draw	of	teams.		

Photo	courtesy	of	Jeremy	Christensen:	
EWC	Debate	Team	at	University	of	Oklahoma	

Photo	courtesy	of	
Matthew	Hickman:	
Matthew	poses	with	

his	metal	art
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California Spring Break cont. from page 5

	 I	basked	in	the	sun,	strolled	along	
the	Hollywood	Walk	of	Fame,	and	made	
visits	to	the	Barnsdall	Art	Park	to	watch	the	
sun	set	behind	the	landscape	composed	by	
skyscrapers	and	Saint	Gabriel	Mountains.	
	 Orange	and	pink	tones	danced	with	
the	neon	city	lights	at	dusk.	Later	I	rode	a	
rented	bike	along	the	Venice	Beach	board-
walk.	Eclectic	crowds	rolled	like	the	Pacific	
waves.	People	lifted	weights,	meditated,	
sold	arts,	and	tried	to	ply	their	musical	tal-
ents	on	guitars	and	drums,	expecting	for	a	
dollar	donation.	
	 The	pungent	scent	of	marijuana	
clung	to	the	air.	Shops	catering	to	tour-
ists	sold	souvenirs	inspired	on	the	touristic	
points	of	California.	Tattoo	artists	fired	
needles	brimming	with	ink	into	arms	and	
legs.	No	cowboy	hats,	horses,	or	sagebrush	
there.	It	was	as	though	the	American	West	
was	rolling	back,	hurdling	inward	toward	
the	Rocky	Mountains,	sweeping	the	vanish-
ing	habits	of	the	frontier	before	it	in	a	wave	
of	tie-dye	and	patchouli	oil.	
	 On	the	outskirts	of	town,	one-hour	
lines	anticipated	the	screams	and	rush	of	
adrenalin	delivered	by	Six	Flags’	colos-
sal	roller	coasters.	Sleek	Mercedes	Benz’s,	
Bentley’s	and	BMW’s	crossed	Ocean	
Avenue.	Top-40	hip-hop	and	rock	exploded	
from	their	interiors,	often	startling	me	as	I	

								 Three	days	in	the	Los	Angeles	
megalopolis	behind	me,	my	company	from	
Vancouver,	another	Brazilian	national,	
and	we	rented	a	car	and	drove	up	Route	1	
toward	San	Francisco.	
	 The	highway	clings	to	the	Pacific	
coastline.	The	ocean	slams	into	volcanic	
rocks	at	the	base	of	the	Route	1,	launch-

Photo	by	Jaysie	Thomas	and	Helena	Khouri:	The	sun	sets	on	Torrington.

Back Home

ing	sprays	of	cobalt	blue	water	
skyward.
	 Malibu,	Santa	Bar-
bara,	Santa	Cruz	and	Monterey	
slipped	past	as	we	picked	our	
way	along	curves	toward	the	
Bay.			
	 Hours	later,	the	Golden	
Gate	Bridge,	soaring	eight	hun-
dred	feet	over	San	Francisco	
Bay,	welcomed	us.	
	 Driving	up	and	down	the	
rolling	hills	with	stop	signs	that	
substitute	traffic	lights	in	cross-

walked	to	the	Santa	Monica	Pier.	
	 The	Pier	sits	in	the	West	end	
of	the	long	and	countrywide	Route	66	
combining	the	sound	of	seagulls	with	
singers	and	
painters	negotiating	their	artworks,	
while	the	Park	was	an	explosion	of	
lights	coming	from	the	rollercoaster,	
the	old	and	noisy	structure	of	the	Fer-
ris	wheel	and	the	classic	games	that	
offered	stuffed	animals	as	rewards	for	
baskets	made	or	bottles	shot,	that	felt	
like	a	typical	American	movie	scene.		
	 	I	walked	my	way	to	the	Pier	
Santa		Monica	to	see	the	sun	fading	
behind	the	Pacific	Ocean	from	the	top	
of	the	Ferris	wheel	at	the	Santa	Monica	
Pier	Pacific	Park.

	 As	spread	by	
common	sense,	the	
bigger	the	city,	the	
harder	it	is	to	find	
good	people.	That	is	
the	greatest	surprise	
that	San	Francisco	
provides:	the	city	
welcomes	people	
from	all	continents	
while	spreading	
a	liberal	political	
philosophy,	sup-
porting	all	sexual	

orientations,	combining	multiple	
races	and	social	classes.		 	
Not	only	this	diversity	is	tolerated,	
but	it	is	celebrated	as	a	typical	char-
acteristic.	
	 As	much	as	I	had	heard	and	
seen	about	California	before,	it	
can’t	be	compared	to	experiencing	
life	there	and	expanding	my	hori-
zons	in	the	United	States,	studying	
America	in	a	vision	different	from	
the	Western	culture.

roads	characterize	a	city	that	combine	
the	greatness	of	the	second-most	densely	
populated	major	city	in	the	United	States	
with	the	classic	feature	of	the	cable	cars	
and	informality	that	captivates	those	
who	decide	to	go	there.	
	 Colorful	hippie-style	dresses	
mingle	with	dark	suits	and	ties,	dem-
onstrating	the	city’s	dramatic	diversity.		
Those	sharp	political	styles	are	reflected	
in	the	abrupt	landscape.	
	 Hills	roll	together,	steep	grades	
hasten	the	traveler	toward	the	water.	The	
sharp	turns	that	go	down	the	steep	slope	
of	the	internationally	famous	Lombard	
Street	and	the	sunbathing	sea	lions	to	
be	admired	at	the	Pier	39	contrast	with	
the	Golden	Gate	Bridge	view	from	the	
bay	that	surrounds	the	Alcatraz	Island,	
once	home	of	the	maximum	security	
penitentiary	that	housed	convicts	like	Al	
Capone,	touristic	attraction	nowadays.		
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